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Current SEPWA Demonstration Projects

PROJECT DEMONSTRATION  
SITE LOCATION

MAIN  
FUNDERS

Legume 
Profitability

Burton - Ravensthorpe

Grower Hosts & 
GRDC

EDRS - Gibson

Barz - Salmon Gums

Viridis Ag - Beaumont

Curnow - Coomalbidgup

Ripper Gauge

Burrell - Ravensthorpe

Grower Hosts & 
GRDC

Starcevich - Salmon Gums

Carmody – Cascade

Reichstein - Neridup 

Curnow - Coomalbidgup

N Rate & Timing 
in Waterlogged 
Conditions 

Redman - Jerdacuttup

Grower Hosts & 
GRDC

Warakirri Cropping - 
Condingup

Liebeck - Speddingup

Summer 
Cropping

Longmire - Beaumont
Grower Hosts & 
GRDCCampbell – Munglinup/

Cascade

Stubble 
Management

 

Stewart - Wittenoom Hills
Grower Hosts & 
COGGOCarmody - Cascade

Curnow - Coomalbidgup

Alternative Lime

Fowler - Condingup
Grower Hosts & 
SEPWACurnow - Coomalbidgup

Herbert - Condingup

Grainbags

 

 

 

Antonio - Salmon Gums

Grower Hosts & 
GRDC

McDonald - Beaumont

Wandel - Mount Ridley - 
lentils

Ietto – Grass Patch

Stewart - Wittenoom Hills - 
lentils

High Rainfall 
Zone

Grower Survey in 2019

2 Sites in 2020
GRDC

Integrated Weed 
Management - 
Barley Grass

Harris - Grass Patch Grower Host, 
GRDC & DPIRD

Invertebrates in 
Chaff

Hart - Gibson
GRDC

Guest - Grass Patch

Mitigating Snails Marshall - Dalyup DPIRD
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We are looking forward to a better 
year for most in the South East Port 
Zone. It sounds like along the coast 
was pretty good, but inland it was a 
tough year for most growers.

I hope everyone got a chance to relax and 
enjoy themselves over the Christmas - New Year 
period.

Once again bush fires have been a problem over 
the dry summer and the work done by volunteers 
and community members has been outstanding. 
A lot of time and effort has been put in by these 
people when they have had better things to do, it 
is very much appreciated.

SEPWA has a fair bit going on again this year, 
with a few big projects finishing up in March and 
a number of ongoing projects which have been 
delayed due to difficult seasons, will be done 
again this year. 

February is a busy month, with the Harvest 
Review and Dinner, People Management 
workshops at Esperance and Munglinup, and 
Spray Management workshops at Condingup 
and Cascades. In March we will have the 
Crop Sequence workshops at Beaumont and 
Grass Patch and a Deep Ripping workshop at 
Munglinup. 

We will continue our good working relationships 
with RAIN at Ravensthorpe and the Lake King 
Growers Group assisting with field days, events, 
trials and information days when and where 
required.

 A list of SEPWA projects and upcoming events 
and organisations co-sponsoring the events can 
be found on the SEPWA web site.  

I look forward to seeing you at the SEPWA 
Harvest Review and Dinner and wish everyone a 
prosperous 20/21 farming year.

Dan Sanderson 
SEPWA President
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TRAVEL

SEPWA Harvest 
Review and Dinner 
The SEPWA Harvest Review and AGM will 
be on Friday February 14 at Esperance Bay 
Yacht Club. A dinner will follow at Lucky Bay 
Brewery. The theme will be “Maintaining 
Business Resilience” and speakers from 
around Australia will present. 

Hamish Munro from Pairtree will talk about data 
collection. Hamish is a fifth-generation farmer 
from central west NSW, continuing his families 
grass-fed beef cattle operation and opportunity 
cropping business. 

He founded Pairtree, which is a universal 
dashboard that centralises data that is related, 
but not yet connected. Pairtree allows data from 
the entire farm to be accessed through a single 
suite of dashboards to assist better operational 
oversight. Pairtree is agnostic and connects to 
any network, supplier, device, app, spatial data, 
software and hardware. 

Hugh Trenorden from Bayer will discuss the 
controversial issue of the future of chemicals in 
our industry. Grain Growers’ WA Co-ordinator 
Alan Meldrum will present on wheat quality and 
a report which has investigated if Australia is 
producing the most profitable quality of wheat 
and how our industry structures and systems 
deliver against this desired outcome.

CBH General Manager for Marketing and 
Trading, Jason Craig will talk about our Asian 
markets and grain quality. Rabobank Senior 
Grains and Oilseeds Analyst Cheryl Kalisch 
Gordon will discuss rising South American 
markets and the current world pulse trade. 

Jeanette Long from South Australia will talk about 
her work helping regional communities reach 
their potential through effective communication 
and planning. 

There will also be presentations from DPIRD’s Mark 
Seymour and Luke Marquis (latest pulses and 
canola research), David Hall and Tom Edwards 
(soils research), along with a Youth in Ag update; 
scholarship announcements for 2020; and more.

The free event will start at 9am with the SEPWA 
AGM and projects update and will be fully 
catered for.

The bi-annual SEPWA Dinner will be held at Lucky 
Bay Brewery from 6pm that evening and will be 
catered for by Tiffany Brown from Bread Local. 
The three-course dinner will be $60 per head and 
you can buy your own drinks from the bar. 

You can book your tickets online and for more 
information, please go to the SEPWA website.

         
SEPWA HARVEST Review 2020

Business resilience – 
key to success
Time Min Details Relevant people
9am  Registrations

9.15am 30 SEPWA AGM Chris Reichstein (MC) 
Dan Sanderson and 
Greg Curnow

9.45am 35 SEPWA Projects Update SEPWA Staff
10.20am 35 Chemicals and the future Hugh Trenorden, 

Bayer Business 
Development Manager

10.55am 25 Morning Tea

11.20am 25 GrainGrowers’ update Alan Meldrum, 
Graingrowers WA 
Regional Coordinator

11.45am 30 Pulses and canola update 
for the Esperance Port 
Zone

Mark Seymour, DPIRD 
and Luke Marquis 
(SEAS)

12.15am 30 Understanding South 
America and our pulse 
markets

Cheryl Kalisch Gordon, 
Rabobank Senior 
Analyst

12.45pm 10 Youth in Ag Update Brett South, YAG 
Chairman

12.55pm 35 Lunch

1.30pm 10 Rob Ashman Memorial 
Scholarship presentation

Greg Prosser (Farm 
and General) and Daff 
Jones (Viridis)

1.40pm 30 Decision making for 
resilient businesses

Jeanette Long, 
AgConsulting Co.

2.10pm 30 Wheat Quality Issues, 
where to from here?

Jason Craig, Marketing 
Manager CBH

2.40pm 25 Afternoon Tea
3.05pm 30 Soil Amelioration and frost Tom Edwards, DPIRD 

Researcher
3.35pm 30 Centralising data Hamish Munro,  

Co-founder, PairTree 
Intelligence

4.05 pm 10 Closing and summary

A brief sundowner will follow in the Cliffs Room prior to dinner at 
Lucky Bay Brewery from 6pm

EVENTS
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Managing Staff Effectively
Are you getting the best out of your team?
SEPWA would like to invite you to join renowned South Australian 
facilitator and coach Jeanette Long to discuss the challenges you 
face in managing staff and to learn more about how to manage 
others effectively.

Workshop 1: 
Esperance Civic Centre,17th Feb 2020, 8.45-5.00pm OR

Workshop 2: 
Munglinup Community Centre, February 18th 2020, 8.45-5.00pm 

Cost: $75

RSVP ASAP as numbers are limited: 
Michelle Handley, SEPWA, 0428 233 008 or michelle@sepwa.org.au 	  	        

Farm Finance  
for Performance 
BUSINESS STRUCTURE & CASHFLOW WORKSHOP

An interactive day for you to get a solid understanding of how your 
business is set up, how you are performing and how to improve! 
Because no one cares about your business as much as you do!

Wednesday 4 March 2020 9.00am - 3.00pm

Esperance Yacht Club, Esperance

Registrations ESSENTIAL via ruraledge.org.au/workshops/farm-finance-performance

Cost: $350 + GST (first person from a business), $175 + GST (add. members of 
same business)
Developed by farmers and agribusiness leaders from RSM, Farmanco and Rabobank. The commercial 
value of this workshop is over $500 per person, support from GRDC, RSM and the Muresk Institute enables 
Rural Edge to deliver in your community at the subsidised rate.

Department of
Primary Industries and
Regional Development

EVENTS

WESTERN REGION

Spray Application

For all growers, spray operators .

SEPWA invites growers and spray applicators:

Workshop

Setting-up sprayers, Mixing / batching systems

bring forward ideas including opportunities and constraints which are relevant to the grains industry.

Western Australia

Cropping Solutions Network Local 
Forum

Includes an inspection of Iandra field site after lunch

Please go to the SEPWA website for more information: 
www.sepwa.org.au

create enduring profitability for Australian grain growers.

This hands-on workshop is designed for growers and their employees to demonstrate how spray 
equipment should be best set-up and calibrated and how to maximise efficiency and efficacy from 
different spray technologies. It provides the opportunity to discuss the best practice for getting product to 
the target and avoiding spray drift issues, as well as delivering information on mixing/batching systems.

.

Topic: Spray equipment set-up, calibration and best practice 
             spraying and chemical mixing/batch equipment efficiency

Presenter: Bill Campbell, Application Specialist, Geraldton

Tuesday and Wednesday 18th and 
19th February, 2020

10.30 am to 4.30 pm (lunch included)

grdc.com.au

Time:

Date:

Condingup and CascadeLocation:

Bill Campbell Consulting

SPRAY 
APPLICATION
WORKSHOP

SEPWA invites growers 
and spray applicators:

Setting-up sprayers, 
mixing/batching systems

Condingup and Cascade: Tuesday 
and Wednesday 18th and 19th February
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Time: 10.30 am to 4.30 pm (lunch 
included)

Presenter: Bill Campbell, Application 
Specialist, Geraldton
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and chemical mixing/batch equipment 
efficiency 

This hands-on workshop is designed 
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should be best set-up and calibrated 
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and efficacy from different spray 
technologies. It provides the opportunity 
to discuss the best practice for getting 
product to the target and avoiding 
spray drift issues, as well as delivering 
information on mixing/batching systems.

Please go to the SEPWA  
website for more information:  
www.sepwa.org.au
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BUSINESS STRUCTURE & CASHFLOW

CASHFLOW

Farm Finance for Performance

Esperance Yacht Club, Esperance WA 6450.
Registrations ESSENTIAL via ruraledge.org.au/workshops/farm-finance-performance

Cost: $350 + GST (first person from a business), $175 + GST (add. members of same business)

An interactive day for you to get a solid understanding of how your business is
set up, how you are performing and how to improve! Because no one cares

about your business as much as you do!

WORKSHOP

BUSINESS STRUCTURES

How is your business set up?
How does this impact

succession? Are your assets
protected? How to minimise tax!

Budgeting 101: How a living
budget works. How is your
business performing? What

drives profit?

Bankers and Accountants in the room
to answer questions. How do you get

the most out of  your advisers?
Understand reports and ratios.

Esperance

Developed by farmers and agribusiness leaders from RSM, Farmanco
and Rabobank. The commercial value of this workshop is over $500 per

person, support from GRDC, RSM and the Muresk Institute enables Rural
Edge to deliver in your community at the subsidised rate.

Business Structure & Cashflow

CONSULTANTS' ADVICE

Wed 4 Mar 2020 9.00am - 3.00pm
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Farmers 
Across 
Borders – 
building morale 
in droughted 
communities
More than 20 trucks loaded with hay 
left Esperance last month on their 
Australia Day run to Meekatharra. 

Western Australia is often forgotten 
and so the Farmers Across Borders 
committee felt it was time to give their 
own state some love and attention. 

The journey was as much about building 
morale, and “Dust off Depression” 
hosted an Australia Day Party on 
Australia Day at the Commercial Hotel in 
Meekatharra. 

Hay receival points for 60 different 
stations included Northern Meekatharra/
Kumarina, Meekatharra, Wiluna, Cue, Mt 
Magnet, Paynes Find, Leinster, Leonora, 
Laverton and Gascoyne Junction. 

Department of
Primary Industries and
Regional Development

Please RSVP to SEPWA on 0428 233 008 or michelle@sepwa.org.au

Crop
Sequence
Workshop

Come along and hear about the latest research, what leading farmers are doing and 
how to get the most out of your own system.
This will be an interactive workshop designed to give you the tools to appraise your own 
farming system.
This workshop will give you the knowledge to assess the risks and rewards and the  
confidence to try different break crops/rotations on your property.

• Project overview, demonstration of legume crops for 
profitability in the Western Region

• Paddock measurements and DPIRD trials, what are the 
trends in the WA farming system?

Mark Seymour, DPIRD

• Farm rotations and grower profits.  What are the profit  
drivers for choice and how to build the best rotation.

Ben Curtis, Farmanco

• Agronomy and rotations, how the decisions are made.  
Where to from here?  You’ve been given the  
information, now how do you tie it together?

Mark Lawrence, Farmanco

• Group Discussion Re: crop rotations and drivers

What is the most profitable rotation for your region?

What are the drivers for changing rotation?

What is the latest research?

What are leading farmers doing? 

What tools are available to help you 
 get the best out of your system?

Tuesday 3 March 2020

Beaumont Hall - 9:00am - 12:00pm
Grass Patch Hall - 2:00pm - 5:00pm

SPRAY 
APPLICATION
WORKSHOP

Crop
Sequence
Workshop
Tuesday 3 March 2020
Beaumont Hall - 9:00am - 12:00pm
Grass Patch Hall - 2:00pm - 5:00pm

What is the most profitable rotation for your region?
What are the drivers for changing rotation?
What is the latest research?
What are leading farmers doing?
What tools are available to help you get the best out of your 
system?

Come along and hear about the latest research, what leading farmers 
are doing and how to get the most out of your own system.

This will be an interactive workshop designed to give you the tools to 
appraise your own farming system.

This workshop will give you the knowledge to assess the risks and 
rewards and the confidence to try different break crops/rotations on your 
property.

• 	 Project overview, demonstration of legume crops for profitability in 
the Western Region

• 	 Paddock measurements and DPIRD trials, what are the trends in the 
WA farming system? Mark Seymour, DPIRD

• 	 Farm rotations and grower profits. What are the profit drivers for 
choice and how to build the best rotation. Ben Curtis, Farmanco

• 	 Agronomy and rotations, how the decisions are made. Where to 
from here? You’ve been given the information, now how do you tie it 
together? Mark Lawrence, Farmanco

•	 Group Discussion Re: crop rotations and drivers

Please RSVP to SEPWA on 0428 233 008 or michelle@sepwa.org.au
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SEPWA TRIALS

In 2019 the effects of a dry conditions 
in late August and September and 
the occurrence of a widespread frost 
event in the Esperance Port Zone 
(EPZ) resulted in yields in the SEPWA 
Variety trials being well down in some 
areas, while some coastal areas 
yields were surprisingly good. 

The SEPWA variety trials are a part 
of the ongoing improvement of grain 
production on the south coast which 
are conducted by SEPWA and help to 
evaluate new and emerging varieties 
using farm scale trials.

Breeding and commercial companies 
are approached to supply varieties 
for the SEPWA wheat, barley, canola, 
oats and more recently pulse trials 
(lentils, field pea, chickpea, lupins and 
faba beans) and asked to indicate 
where their particular varieties may be 
best suited within the EPZ in order to 
maximise the value of SEPWA Trials.

The trials program is based on near 
neighbour design farm scale trial plots. 
At harvest all varieties are statistically 

SEPWA Variety  
Trial Summary
By Bill Sharp, SEPWA trials coordinator
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Yields × Rainfall (April - October) for SEPWA Trials 2019

Canola Barley Wheat
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High Rainfall - 
Sandplain 2.202 324 6.7 4.778 337 14.2 4.261 285 15.0

Condingup 2.687 372 7.2 4.471 335 13.3 4.979 372 13.4

Hopetoun 1.673 272 6.2       3.733 234 16.0

Munglinup             4.592 293 15.7

Neridup       4.945 338 14.6 3.335 235 14.2

Medium 
Rainfall - Mallee 1.664 148 11.3 2.066 224 9.0 2.018 292 6.9

Coomalbidgup       2.995 292 10.3 2.018 292 6.9

Wittenoom Hills 1.664 148 11.3 1.420 176 8.1      

Low Rainfall - 
Mallee 0.767 182 4.5 1.265 186 6.7 1.449 176 8.3

Beaumont 1.316 148 8.9 1.653 148 11.2 2.704 148 18.3

Cascade       0.323 182 1.8 1.891 197 9.6

Grass Patch 0.560 161 3.5 0.709 155 4.6 0.339 161 2.1

Lake King       2.177 235 9.3 1.173 164 7.2

Ravensthorpe             2.027 197 10.3

Salmon Gums             0.420 156 2.7

West River 0.640 220 2.9       2.094 221 9.5

Jacup 0.669 209 3.2 1.373 209 6.6 1.235 209 5.9

Average 1.452 208 7.4 2.237 229 8.9 2.141 211 9.7

analysed for yield and quality testing is 
performed including protein, moisture, 
screenings, hectolitre weight, colour in 
barley, and oil percentage in canola, 
falling numbers, gluten and starch in 
wheat. The Farmanco Economic ranking 
is based on varietal classification, 
current pricing at time of harvest and 
grade using quality parameters protein, 
screenings, colour,  hectolitre weight 
and falling numbers, while with canola 
there are so many different systems 
and each has a significantly different 
seed and chemical cost the Farmanco 
Economic Ranking is based on current 
canola prices (FIS) at time of harvest, 
yield and quality including oil bonus and 
cost of seed based on seeding rates 
and chemical costs, not including the 
knockdown component.

The SEPWA trials play a very important 
role in assisting farmers to identify the 
better performing varieties and have 
resulted in SEPWA members being 
some of the fastest adopters of new 
varieties in Australia.  Trial data has 
been collated to show yields, quality 
and economic ranking for SEPWA 
wheat, barley and canola trials for the 
period 2011 to 2019.
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SEPWA TRIALS

Wheat Variety Trials

Wheat varieties this trialled in 2019 
include Vixen from Intergrain which is 
an early-mid maturity, ideally suited to 
sowing in mid-May; and Catapult RAC 

2484 from Australian Grain Technology 
(AGT), which is a mid-to-late season 
variety, slightly later than Scepter.  
Other varieties include the recently 
released Devil and DS Pascal together 
with older varieties including Scepter, 
LRPB Trojan, Mace, Cutlass, Chief CLF, 
LRPB Havoc, and Magenta.

Long Season Wheat Trials

For the fourth year, long season wheats 
have been included in the SEPWA 
variety trial program.  In 2019 there 
were two sites, one at Condingup and 
another at Hopetoun.  The trials are 
looking at early sowing of long season 
winter wheat varieties in the mid to high 
rain fall areas of Esperance Port Zone, 
sown in early April and looking for high 
yields.

Varieties include winter and spring 
wheats such as newly released varieties 
Illabo, LRPB Nighthawk 14-0392, DS 
Bennett and ADV08.08.  Other varieties 
will include DS Pascal, Kittyhawk, 
Longsword, Beaufort, Cutlass, Scepter 
and LRPB Trojan.  Illabo (AGT) is a 
winter wheat perfect for dual purpose 
grain and grazing options and seven 
days longer than Longsword and three 
days earlier than Wedgetail. 

DS Bennett (SeedNet and DOW 
breeding program) is a winter, white 
grained, awnless wheat while LRPB 
Nighthawk14-0392 is dual purpose winter 
wheat suited for early sowing similar in 
maturity to Wedgetail and a plant type 
that is suited to grazing in the vegetative 
phase with regrowth more erect than 
Wedgetail with the leaf colour being 
a lighter green.   ADV08.08 (DOW 
breeding – yet to be released) is a 
winter, white grained, awnless wheat 
and is similar to EGA Wedgetail for time 
to stem elongation, but 4-7 days quicker 
to maturity.

2019 SEPWA Wheat Variety Trial - Yield and Quality

Year
Yield  
(t/ha)

Protein 
%

Hect  
Wt.

Falling 
Numbers

Farmanco 
Economic 
Ranking

Yield 
(kg/mm)

High Rainfall - 
Sandplain 4.141 11.3 80.2 365 $1,452 14.8

Condingup 4.979 11.2 80.0 384 $1,741 13.4

Neridup 3.335 12.0 77.1 350 $1,174 14.2

Munglinup 4.565 10.6 82.1 340 $1,595 15.6

Hopetoun 3.733 11.3 81.7 382 $1,313 16.0

Medium Rainfall - Mallee 1.979 12.1 81.6 346 $696 6.8

Coomalbidgup 1.979 12.1 81.6 346 $696 6.8

Low Rainfall - Mallee 1.396 13.4 80.6 403 $490 8.2

Beaumont 2.619 13.0 78.3 422 $925 17.7

Salmon Gums 0.384 14.1 82.0 443 $137 2.5

Grass Patch 0.347 15.4 81.3 446 $123 2.2

Cascade 1.778 13.5 78.9 363 $622 10.2

Ravensthorpe 2.027 12.3 78.6 366 $714 10.3

Lake King 1.181 14.6 83.7 472 $417 7.2

Jacup 1.235 10.5 82.3 305 $418 5.9

Average 2.359 12.6 80.5 386 $827 10.3

2019 SEPWA Long Season Wheat Variety Trial - Yield and Quality 

Year

Yield  
(t/ha)

 Protein  
%

 Hect 
Wt.

 Falling 
Numbers

 Farmanco 
Economic 
Ranking

 Yield 
(kg/mm)

High Rainfall - 
Sandplain 3.789 11.8 78.0 360 $1,250 11.5

Condingup 4.991 11.0 80.5 413 $1,664 13.2
Hopetoun 2.695 12.5 75.8 312 $874 9.9
Average 3.789 11.8 78.0 360 $1,250 11.5
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Barley Variety Trials

New barley varieties in 2019 include 
WI 4896 now called Leabrook from 
SeedNet and was bred by the 
University of Adelaide at its Waite 
Institute.  Leabrook is closely related to 
Compass and has passed Stage 1 malt 
accreditation in March.   Other varieties 
will include newly released Banks 
together with RGT Planet, La Trobe, 
Flinders, Fathom, Compass, Rosalind 
and Spartacus CLF (La Trobe type).

Oat Trials

There was some interest again in oats in 
the Esperance Port Zone with two sites 
at Cascade and Ravensthorpe in 2019, 
unfortunately the site at Cascade was 
affected by seasonal conditions and not 
harvested.  Varieties included the recently 
released SARDI variety 06204-16, known 
as “Bilby” from Heritage Seeds. Other 
oat varieties include Kowari, Williams, 
Bannister, Mortlock and Carrolup.  

In previous years results have shown 
that all milling varieties did make the 
minimum hectolitre weight of 51 for 
milling quality for WA (OAT1), with 
Williams being the top yielding variety.  
Freight cost (delivery to Perth) reduced 
the Farmanco Ranking of oats in the 
Esperance Port Authority.  In 2019 due 
to season conditions the hectolitre 
weight of all varieties were lower and 
well below the milling standard.

2019 Barley Yields and Quality data for SEPWA Trials 

Year × Region
 Yield 
(t/ha)

 Protein 
%  Colour

Hect  
kg/hl

 Farmanco 
Economic 
Ranking

 Yield 
(kg/mm)

High Rainfall - Sandplain 4.745 12.5 56 63.4 $1,327.46 14.1
Condingup 4.434 11.2 56 66.4 $1,282.49 13.2
Neridup 4.918 13.2 56 61.8 $1,352.45 14.6
Medium Rainfall - Mallee 2.127 13.1 57 59.9 $598.49 9.2
Coomalbidgup 3.019 9.6 58 62.6 $861.97 10.3
Wittenoom Hills 1.458 15.8 56 57.9 $400.88 8.3
Low Rainfall - Mallee 1.295 14.5 60 63.8 $358.87 6.7
Beaumont 1.646 11.0 60 65.5 $468.32 11.1
Cascade 0.296 18.4 58 62.4 $81.49 1.4
Ravensthorpe/Lake King 1.847 13.7 61 62.4 $507.96 8.2
Salmon Gums/Grass Patch 0.667 16.1 60 66.5 $183.31 4.3
Average 2.262 13.7 59 62.8 $631.69 8.9

Oat Variety SEPWA Trials 

Year × Region
Yield  
(t/ha)

Protein  
%

Hectolitre  
Weight

Yield  
(kg/mm)

Farmanco 
Economic 
Ranking

Medium Rainfall - Mallee 3.802 9.2 57 7.9 $652
2016 3.802 9.2 57 7.9 $652
Low Rainfall - Mallee 2.356 9.6 51 11.7 $484
2016 2.801 8.0 53 10.3 $477
2017 2.675 9.2 52 12.1 $354
2018 1.842 10.4 50 11.5 $566
2019 1.985 11.6 44 12.6 $744
Average 2.474 9.6 51 11.4 $498
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SEPWA TRIALS

Canola Variety Trials

In 2019 there were 14 Triazine Tolerant, 
10 Roundup Ready and 3 Clearfield 
canola varieties in the SEPWA variety 
trials. Again, seasonal conditions and 
frost affected yields and quality within 
the trials and regions.

Varieties included in the 2019 SEPWA 
variety trials are listed below × herbicide 
traits.  

Because there are so many different 
systems in Canola breeding, e.g. 
Roundup Ready, Clearfield, Triazine,  
and each has a significantly different 
seed and chemical cost in the Farmanco 
Economic Ranking is based on current 
canola prices (FIS) at time of harvest, 
yield and quality including oil bonus and 
cost of seed based on seeding rates 
and chemical costs, not including the 
knockdown component.  

TRIAZINE TRIAZINE

Company Variety Company Variety

BASF InVigor T 4510- TT Pacific Hyola 550TT
NuSeed HyTTec Trophy Pioneer 44T03 TT
NuSeed HyTTec Trident Pioneer 44T02 TT
Pacific Hyola 350TT SeedForce SF Turbine TT
Pacific Hyola 559TT SeedForce Ignite
Pacific Hyola 530 XT SeedForce SF Spark TT 
Pacific Hyola 580 CT SeedNet DG 670 TT

ROUNDUP - READY ROUNDUP - READY CLEARFIELD

Company Variety Company Variety Company Variety

BASF
InVigor R 
5520P- RRW Pacific Hyola 410 RR Pioneer 43Y92

NuSeed GT 53 Pioneer 43Y29 RR Pioneer 44Y90
NuSeed NCH15Q290 Pioneer 44Y27 RR Pioneer 45Y93
Pacific Hyola 404 RR Pioneer 45Y25 RR

 
Pacific Hyola 506 RR SeedNet DG 408 RR

Canola Yields × Herbicide Tolerant for SEPWA Trials 2019

Region Yield  
(t/ha)

Protein  
%

Oil  
%

Farmanco 
Economic 
Ranking

Yield 
(kg/mm)

High Rainfall - Sandplain 1.796 24.4 42.9 $1,110 5.8
Clearfield 2.663 20.3 45.9 $1,590 7.2
Condingup 2.663 20.3 45.9 $1,590 7.2
Fowler 2.663 20.3 45.9 $1,590 7.2
Triazine 1.507 25.7 41.8 $950 5.3
Hopetoun 1.507 25.7 41.8 $950 5.3
Redman 1.507 25.7 41.8 $950 5.3
Medium Rainfall - Mallee 1.664 21.8 47.3 $919 11.3
Roundup Ready 1.664 21.8 47.3 $919 11.3
Wittenoom Hills 1.664 21.8 47.3 $919 11.3
M Fels 1.526 21.3 47.5 $842 10.3
M Jones 1.827 22.4 47.1 $1,010 12.4
Low Rainfall - Mallee 0.613 29.6 40.8 $253 4.4
Triazine 0.613 29.6 40.8 $253 4.4
Grass Patch 0.562 29.6 40.8 $253 3.5
M Ietto 0.562 29.6 40.8 $253 3.5
West River 0.664 NO Quality Data 

5.3

5.3

Turner 0.664
Average 1.317 23.9 44.6 $929 7.6
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PASE Trials

In 2019 there were 9 SEPWA and PASE 
pulse trials conducted in the EPZ, however 
as a result of frost and drought conditions 
resulted is some trials not being harvested 
at Ravensthorpe and Salmon Gums.  Trials 
harvested included faba beans at Scaddan, 
three lentils at Cascade and Beaumont, 
one field pea trials at Beaumont, Lupin at 
Wittenoom Hills.  

The faba bean variety trial at Scaddan 
included the varieties PBA Samira, PBA 
Marne and PBA Bendoc.  PBA Marne is 
a new variety released last year and is an 
early flowering, high yielding faba bean that 
has shown adaptation to the lower rainfall 
and short season areas and has a medium 
height plant with good standing ability. PBA 
Bendoc is a new variety tolerant to some 
imidazolinone (Group B) herbicides with 
similar yields to current faba bean varieties 
grown in southern Australia and has small to 
medium sized seed.

Three Lentil trials have been sown at 
Cascade and Beaumont and include the red 
lentil varieties PBA Bolt, PBA Hurricane XT, 
PBA Hallmark XT and PBA Jumbo2.

A Field pea trial at Beaumont includes Pea 
1701 which is a promising variety from last 
year’s Stage 4 variety trials, while Pea 1702 
and 1705 which were tested in last year 
SEPWA trials will again be tested this year. 
Other varieties will include PBA Butler, PBA 
Wharton, PBA Gunyah and PBA Twilight.  

The Lupin variety trial at Wittenoom Hills 
includes Coyote WALAN 2546, the first released 
lupin from Australian Grain Technology 
(AGT), which is a widely adapted variety 
for WA.  Other varieties included are PBA 
Jurien, PBA Leeman, PBA Bateman and 
Mandelup. 

All SEPWA trial results are now posted at 
the SEPWA web site at www.sepwa.org.
au and include statistical analysis on yield, 
sowing dates and seeding rates for each of 
the SEPWA Variety trials, should you have 
any problems, please contact Niki Curtis on 
9083 1125 or e-mail eo@sepwa.org.au

For further information about the SEPWA 
trials, contact SEPWA Trials Co-ordinator Bill 
Sharp on 0428 711375. 

With grateful thanks to CBH and Farmanco 
for helping with the analysis of the SEPWA 
trials and to the many growers who hosted 
the sites.

SEPWA/PASE Pulse Trials 2017 - 2019

Area × Year Yield

Farmanco 
Economic 
Ranking Kg/mm

Medium Rainfall - Mallee 2.159 $865 10.1
Lupins 2.386 $909 11.1
2017 2.832 $821 9.4
A Stewart 2.832 $821 9.4
2019 2.131 $959 12.1
A Stewart 2.131 $959 12.1
Faba Bean 1.328 $704 6.5
2019 1.328 $704 6.5
M Wandel 1.328 $704 6.5
Low Rainfall - Mallee 1.022 $420 4.9
Field Pea 1.411 $535 6.8
2017 3.014 $904 13.1
Longbottom 3.014 $904 13.1
2018 0.781 $371 5.5
Rolland 0.781 $371 5.5
2019 1.005 $452 4.5
N Biven 1.005 $452 4.5
Lentil 0.512 $271 2.3
2019 0.512 $271 2.3
A Perks 0.437 $234 1.9
P Longmire 0.891 $468 4.0
R King 0.228 $120 1.1
Average 1.384 $562 6.5
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The lack of rain continues to be the 
number one concern for members 
of the Ravensthorpe Agricultural 
Initiative Network (RAIN). Growers 
in Ravensthorpe, Lake King and 
Jerdacuttup are carting water for 
livestock. Many continue to destock 
based on the lack of available 
on-farm water and feed source. 
Farmers continue to clean empty 
dams, preparing for when it does 
eventually rain. Quality spray 
water poses an issue with seeding 
nearing. 

Hopetoun has been a busy little town 
with many growers enjoying some 
family and with new families who 
have moved to the area as a result of 
renewed mining activity. 

There are plenty of events in the area 
to kick off 2020 for RAIN members: 

Thursday 13th February – RAIN 
2020 Ravensthorpe Research 
Updates

Friday 21st February – GRDC 
Spray Application Workshop will Bill 
Campbell – Ravensthorpe

Wednesday 4th March – RAIN Salt 
Summit – West River

Thursday 5th March – RAIN Salt 
Summit – Jerdacuttup

Thursday 12th March – GRDC 
Esperance Port Zone Research 
Updates – Lake King

The Salt Summit events will have a 
suite of experts and will be based in 
the paddock. Salinity expressions 
continue to be a large issue for 
our members. The workshops will 
assist land managers makes best 
management decisions for their 
businesses. 

The GRDC Spray Application 
workshop will be held at Chambers 
Mt Lea property in Ravensthorpe. 
Bill Campbell will discuss spray 
equipment set-up, calibration and 
best practice spraying and chemical 
mixing/ batch equipment efficiency. 

The GRDC ‘ripper gauge’ project 
will see a second round of ripping 
in February. The project looks to 
compare different machines and 
different timings for ripping. Trial sites 
are in Lake King, Mt Madden and 
West River. 

RAIN, the Ravensthorpe Shire and the 
Department of Water and Environment 
Regulation worked together to 
submit an application to upgrade the 
Fitzgerald Dam Emergency Water 
Supply. The project was successful 
and works are underway with intent to 
be finished prior to April. The project 
will improve the catchment, vehicle 
access and existing infrastructure 
(tanks, pump fittings). 

RAIN is a member of the Fitzgerald 
Biosphere Community Collective 
(FBCC). The organisation has their 
‘Fitzgerald Biosphere 2020 Regional 
Insights’ survey open until 29th 
February. The survey will help the 
organisation meet the future needs 
of the Fitzgerald Biosphere regions 
communities, environments and its 
economy. To access the survey visit 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
FitzgeraldBiosphere

To find out more about the  
RAIN group email  
rainoffice@westnet.com.au, phone 
98381018 or follow us on facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/
RavensthorpeAgriculturalInitiative 
Network  

RAIN WRAP
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Plant pathology ran two canola trials in the high rainfall Esperance region in 
2019; the one at Dalyup was a non-event as no disease appeared, while the 
other trial at the Gibson NVT canola site looked at the impact of fungicide on 
both blackleg upper canopy infections and sclerotinia. 

Both sites had PredictaB soil tests done which includes a sclerotinia test that 
indicates the inoculum load present. The paddock at Gibson had a high risk 
potential, while Dalyup’s was moderate. Gibson went on to develop 23% main stem 
infection which was successfully reduced to 4% with an application of foliar fungicide 
at 30% bloom. The interesting thing was that statistically speaking, the fungicide did 
not give any grain yield benefit (Table 1). In 2019 we monitored over 20 canola crops 
in 2019 for sclerotinia and most crops had none or very little with even the worst sites 
at less than 5% stem infection, a level that rarely provides a yield response in WA. 

In terms of blackleg in the upper canopy, Bonito had very low levels of flower and 
head abortion at mid-flowering at Gibson. However, by swathing stage 7% of pods 
had lesions and a 30% bloom fungicide did not reduce this. Stem and branch lesions 
developed but again, the 30% timing was unable to reduce either the number or size 
of these. The worst varieties in the trial for upper canopy infections were the older 
varieties of resistance group A and C’s (eg Stingray) and BASF3000TR (group B). 

If you need to apply a foliar fungicide to canola for sclerotinia or otherwise, it would 
be interesting to leave an untreated strip to compare against the sprayed portion. 
And better still, let Joel and I know and we’ll come and do the assessments for you 
pre-harvest.  

Table 1. Effect of fungicides (seed dressing and/or Prosaro at 30% bloom) on the 
grain yield, oil content and disease levels (sclerotinia, UCI blackleg) of ATR Bonito at 
Gibson in 2019.

Fungicide
Yield
(t/ha)

Av seed  
wt

 (mg)
Oil
%

Sclero
% 

stems

Aborted 
flowers

%

Aborted 
heads

%

Pod 
lesions

%

Untreated 3.03 4.03 46.9 23 0.5 0.3 7

SDHI seed 
dressing 3.41 4.12 47.1 20 0.7 0.5 7

30% bloom 3.21 4.26 46.2 5 0.0 0.0 5

SDHI, 30% 
bloom 3.80 4.23 46.5 3 0.0 0.0 5

p-value 0.072 0.813 0.384 0.004 0.333 0.320 0.179

Lsd (0.05) 0.681 0.489 1.24 12.08 0.88 0.59 3.84

Department of
Primary Industries and
Regional DevelopmentCanola flowering 

fungicide trial 
results 
Andrea Hills, DPIRD Esperance
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Background
The grower “baseline” survey was the first 
task undertaken by SEPWA in the GRDC 
project, “Optimising the profitability of 
high rainfall zone (HRZ) farming systems 
– survey, demonstration sites and field 
days”. We endeavoured to survey a 
wide cross section of enterprises which 
spanned the length of the high rainfall 
zone in order to ascertain current farming 
system practices. We included both sole 
cropping and mixed enterprises and 
small to large scale operations. A follow 
up survey in 2023 will be carried out to 
determine what practice change occurred. 
Two paddock-scale demonstration sites 
will be established this year and for each 
remaining year of the project. These sites 
will link in with corresponding small plot 
trials (conducted by DPIRD) in order to 
demonstrate where and how production 
potential can be reached. The results from 
the survey will assist the project team with 
the trial design of the demonstration sites 
and the small plot trials.    

Over 1800 kms were travelled 
throughout the high rainfall zone of the 
Esperance port zone to conduct the 
20 grower “baseline” surveys. From 
discussions around the kitchen table, 
riding alongside a grower to manage 
grain cartage, driving from one farm 
to the next to assess crop maturity 
and then to finish with a header ride or 
two – the survey process was certainly 
ever-changing! 

The survey comprised of 57 questions; 
varying in subject and complexity. The 
survey was broken down into seven 
sections pertaining to grower profile, 
farm profile, crop rotation, yields 
(current and potential), agronomic 
strategies, technology and production 
(constraints and potential).

Key Findings
The survey respondents’ top three 
limitations to current rotation choices 
were; legume profitability (7), weed 
burden (6) and soil type (5).  

The main challenges to influence 
respondents’ rotational choices in the next 
five years were weed control (10) followed 
by disease risk and pressure (4).  

Forty percent (8 out of 20) survey 
respondents only grow one variety of 
wheat, that being Scepter. Eighty-five 
percent of all wheat grown by survey 
respondents is Scepter. 

Considerable variation existed in the 
respondents’ five-year average wheat 
yield. Average wheat yields ranged from 
2.4 tonnes per hectare to 4.4 tonnes per 
hectare.

Bonito made up the largest percentage 
of canola grown by the twenty survey 
respondents (31.33%). In contrast to the 
number of varieties of wheat grown by 
respondents, only 4 survey respondents 
grow one variety only of canola. More 
than 50% of survey respondents grow 
3 or more canola varieties. Average 
canola yields were reported to be wide 
ranging; from 1 to 2 tonnes per hectare. 

Waterlogging was deemed by 
respondents to be the largest 
contributing factor to low wheat and 
canola yields. The survey also found 
that non-wetting, deep sands and 

waterlogging to be the major limitations 
to yield by respondents. Non-wetting 
was by far deemed the greatest 
challenge to crop establishment and it 
was also regarded to be the main soil 
constraint of respondents.  

Maximum rates of nitrogen applied per 
hectare varied a great deal across the 
respondents; anywhere from 95 to 160 
units per hectare in canola. Similarly, in 
wheat, rates applied varied from 100 to 
168 units of nitrogen per hectare. 

How to best manage crop nutrition 
was a shared challenge amongst the 
survey cohort. In addition, responses 
have revealed that there is a need 
for a greater understanding of the 
implications of soil amelioration (which 
soil types, how deep, which implement, 
how frequently), and the required 
nutrition to achieve the (potentially) 
higher yields post amelioration.

Acknowledgements
Many thanks to the survey respondents 
for your time and willingness to be 
involved in this project. 

For the full report please contact Sam 
Stubna: sam@sepwa.org.au.   
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Background  

The  grower  “baseline”  survey  was  the  first  task  undertaken  by  SEPWA  in  the  GRDC  project,  
“Optimising  the  profitability  of  high  rainfall  zone  (HRZ)  farming  systems  –  survey,  demonstration  
sites  and  field  days”.  We  endeavoured  to  survey  a  wide  cross  section  of  enterprises  which  
spanned  the  length  of  the  high  rainfall  zone  in  order  to  ascertain  current  farming  system  
practices.  We  included  both  sole  cropping  and  mixed  enterprises  and  small  to  large  scale  
operations.  A  follow  up  survey  in  2023  will  be  carried  out  to  determine  what  practice  change  
occurred.  Two  paddock-­scale  demonstration  sites  will  be  established  this  year  and  for  each  
remaining  year  of  the  project.  These  sites  will  link  in  with  corresponding  small  plot  trials  
(conducted  by  DPIRD)  in  order  to  demonstrate  where  and  how  production  potential  can  be  
reached.  The  results  from  the  survey  will  assist  the  project  team  with  the  trial  design  of  the  
demonstration  sites  and  the  small  plot  trials.          

Over  1800  kms  were  travelled  throughout  the  high  rainfall  zone  of  the  Esperance  port  zone  to  
conduct  the  20  grower  “baseline”  surveys.  From  discussions  around  the  kitchen  table,  riding  
alongside  a  grower  to  manage  grain  cartage,  driving  from  one  farm  to  the  next  to  assess  crop  
maturity  and  then  to  finish  with  a  header  ride  or  two  –  the  survey  process  was  certainly  ever-­
changing!    

The  survey  comprised  of  57  questions;;  varying  in  subject  and  complexity.  The  survey  was  
broken  down  into  seven  sections  pertaining  to  grower  profile,  farm  profile,  crop  rotation,  yields  
(current  and  potential),  agronomic  strategies,  technology  and  production  (constraints  and  
potential).  

Key  Findings  

The  survey  respondents’  top  three  limitations  to  current  rotation  choices  were;;  legume  
profitability  (7),  weed  burden  (6)  and  soil  type  (5).      

The  main  challenges  to  influence  respondents’  rotational  choices  in  the  next  five  years  were  
weed  control  (10)  followed  by  disease  risk  and  pressure  (4).      

Forty  percent  (8  out  of  20)  survey  respondents  only  grow  one  variety  of  wheat,  that  being  
Scepter.  Eighty-­five  percent  of  all  wheat  grown  by  survey  respondents  is  Scepter.    

Considerable  variation  existed  in  the  respondents’  five-­year  average  wheat  yield.  Average  
wheat  yields  ranged  from  2.4  tonnes  per  hectare  to  4.4  tonnes  per  hectare.  

Bonito  made  up  the  largest  percentage  of  canola  grown  by  the  twenty  survey  respondents  
(31.33%).  In  contrast  to  the  number  of  varieties  of  wheat  grown  by  respondents,  only  4  survey  
respondents  grow  one  variety  only  of  canola.  More  than  50%  of  survey  respondents  grow  3  or  
more  canola  varieties.  Average  canola  yields  were  reported  to  be  wide  ranging;;  from  1  to  2  
tonnes  per  hectare.    

Waterlogging  was  deemed  by  respondents  to  be  the  largest  contributing  factor  to  low  wheat  and  
canola  yields.  The  survey  also  found  that  non-­wetting,  deep  sands  and  waterlogging  to  be  the  
major  limitations  to  yield  by  respondents.  Non-­wetting  was  by  far  deemed  the  greatest  challenge  
to  crop  establishment  and  it  was  also  regarded  to  be  the  main  soil  constraint  of  respondents.      

Maximum  rates  of  nitrogen  applied  per  hectare  varied  a  great  deal  across  the  respondents;;  
anywhere  from  95  to  160  units  per  hectare  in  canola.  Similarly,  in  wheat,  rates  applied  varied  
from  100  to  168  units  of  nitrogen  per  hectare.    

How  to  best  manage  crop  nutrition  was  a  shared  challenge  amongst  the  survey  cohort.  In  
addition,  responses  have  revealed  that  there  is  a  need  for  a  greater  understanding  of  the  
implications  of  soil  amelioration  (which  soil  types,  how  deep,  which  implement,  how  frequently),  
and  the  required  nutrition  to  achieve  the  (potentially)  higher  yields  post  amelioration.  
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For  the  full  report  please  contact  Sam  Stubna:  sam@sepwa.org.au.        

10.48
10.94

7

7.5

8

8.5

9

9.5

10

10.5

11

11.5

12

12.5

13

13.5

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

W
he

at
	
  P
ro
te
in
	
  %

Survey	
  Respondent

Average	
  &	
  target	
  wheat	
  protein	
  by	
  survey	
  respondent

Respondent	
  Average Respondent	
  Target AVERAGE	
  Protein AVERAGE	
  Target



15

BRONZE SPONSORS

South East Petroleum
Farmanco
RSM
Byfields Accountants
AFGRI
CSBP

Plum Grove
Condingup Machinery 
Wreckers
South Coast Insurance
Pacer Legal
Achmea Australia

MACHINERY COMPANIES

Farmers Centre
Staines Esperance
Claas Harvest Centre

SEED COMPANIES

AGT
Intergrain
Pacific Seeds

Nuseed
PIONEER brand seeds
Bayer
Seednet

SILVER SPONSORS

Nufarm
Esperance Freight Lines
BASF

Do you have a 
good project?
Regional Development Australia 
Goldfields Esperance (RDAGE) is 
currently searching for projects, 
programs or initiatives that would 
benefit from additional resourcing 
support. RDAGE has asked for 
recommendations on how they may 
be able to contribute to projects in 
our region that align with their goals 
to build economic and industry 
development, increase trade and job 
creation and achieve Government 
program objectives. This is a fantastic 
opportunity that can be used to lever 
and/or expand on existing local projects 
or programs, to support a new initiative/
project or to develop a collaborative 
partnership with RDAGE that will assist 
in the delivery of a project.

The mission of RDAGE is to develop the 
economy for the benefit of those living, 
visiting and investing in the Goldfields-
Esperance region. Below are a few of 
the examples from RDA’s charter that 
highlight the broad types of projects and 
programs that could receive support:

•	 Support mining and energy innovation 
in the region

•	 Collaborate with agricultural 
stakeholders to increase productivity, 
innovation and sustainability of the 
sector within the region

•	 Engage with relevant stakeholders 
within the tourism industry to increase 
product development, attraction and 
long term viability

•	 Assist the acceleration of future 
growth opportunities of an emerging 
aquaculture industry in the region

•	 Collaborate with relevant stakeholders 
to resolve regional workforce issues

•	 Facilitate private and public investment 
into the region through identifying 
alternative investment opportunities for 
regional projects 

•	 Advocate and support projects within 
the region

If you have a project, or know of one, that 
you believe falls within the scope of the 
RDA charter please give me a call 0428 
374 272. Your project/program may be 
the perfect candidate for some additional 
funding, which will have broader benefits 
for our region.

DPIRD 
installs 16 
new stations 
in WA
Sixteen new weather stations have been installed 
throughout coastal WA. 

Six stations have been installed around Geraldton, five 
in Albany and the final five were installed across the 
outskirts of Esperance.

The weather stations, which include new stateless wind 
anemometers that measure wind speed and direction, 
will help ground-truth the coastal Doppler radars located 
at each of these three coastal areas.

The data from these new weather stations is now live on 
the DPIRD Weather Website.

DPIRD also validated the sensor array on the weather 
stations to ensure the highest quality of data possible 
was obtained from the investment.

To ensure the installation teams positioned the weather 
stations in ideal positions, the eConnected team worked 
with Geographic Information Services (GIS) team 
members in Geraldton and Esperance.

Data from the additional stations complement the 
existing 270 DPIRD and BoM weather stations that can 
be accessed via the DPIRD weather website.

High Rainfall Demonstration Sites Survey results
By Sam Stubna, SEPWA Projects Officer
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CASE STUDY: 

Effective snail 
mitigation in 
Condingup
Adrian Perks first noticed snails on his Condingup property 
around 2013 and has been using integrated snail mitigation 
measures since 2016. Harvest 2019 had nil snail detections for 
any deliveries, and he attributes this to consistent and multiple 
measures, plus a drier growing season which all aided in the 
reduction of snail numbers. 

Adrian believes snails first entered the property on pallets or machines 
as the snails began around the sheds, spreading into near-by 
paddocks before being found across the whole property. Adrian’s’ 
advice is that when you first spot a snail on your property – “don’t wait 
to see any more because if you can find one, there will be more”. At 
the height of their numbers, the Perks’ could see them crossing farm 
tracks after a rainfall event, but now, they don’t have any sitting on the 
cutter bar of the header parked in the paddock during harvest. 

An integrated approach is necessary, and just one control measure 
doesn’t work alone. The system they have developed that works well 
for them includes;

1.	 Burn paddocks / areas of high numbers (wheat stubbles pre-
barley). Not an ideal solution but it’s a great tool for a big reduction 
in numbers

2.	 Aerial bait following a rainfall event, when the soil is damp and the 
snails are moving, with label rates of Meta, including patches of 
bush in and on the edge of paddocks, and baiting road verges

3.	 No harvest mitigation measures except for good machinery 
biosecurity

4.	 On occasion, chaining canola stubbles on hot days to force the 
snails to the ground

The integrated approach works very well, but it’s important not to 
reduce any control as the risk of a numbers blow out is very high. 
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A dry growing season and a dry 
harvest for most of the EPZ saw a 
reduction in the incidence of snails 
during harvest and delivery 

Coomalbigup
Steve & Dave Marshall from 
Coomalbidgup ran canola through 
their DE cleaner on farm pre-delivery to 
ensure no snail contamination, however 
Steve says it was not required. “We 
ran all the canola on the home block 
through, and only took out a few snails 
and had 0 detections this harvest”. 
No other grain was cleaned this 
harvest and detections remained at nil. 
Marshall’s attribute this good result to 
the drier growing season and the warm 
and dry harvest, plus their several years 
of snail mitigation work. 

Snail mitigation work has not yet begun 
for season 2020. “We don’t usually start 
baiting till late March (then again post 
germination)”, but some summer spraying 
has begun following rainfall received on 
Boxing Day and early January. 

SEPWA wishes to thank Steve & Dave 
Marshall for their continued support of 
the snail project in the EPZ.

CBH
Mick Daw, Esperance Zone Manager 
for CBH also noted the low incidence 
of snails for season 2019 / 2020 and 
put this down to a dry season and 
harvest period. “We were anticipating 
high issues for this season with the 
change of receival standard’s, but this 
did not occur”. No snails were detected 
in wheat or barley deliveries, with 
detections only occurring in canola. 
Most canola for season 2019/2020 
made CAN1 grade. Total canola 

deliveries for the Zone was 277 000t 
with 0.46% of this delivered as CANS 
and 0.07% delivered as CAGS. 

EQG
Neil Wandel of Esperance Quality Grain 
states it was a minimal year for cleaning 
snails from grain. EQG received 
approximately 500t of canola requiring 
cleaning to remove snails. 

Farm & General
Monica Field, Agronomist at Farm and 
General attributes the low incidence of 
snails for harvest 2019 / 2020 to the dry 
harvest conditions and season. “There 
were very low delivery issues across 
the EPZ due to snails not being in the 
canopy during harvest”. 

Messages for season 2020 are don’t 
be complacent! Any known areas with 
high snail numbers; be ready to bait 
coming into February (January baiting 
may be too early). Before commencing 
the baiting program, put out some test 
baits and check them the following day; 
if they are gone, you know they are 
actively feeding. Meta is still a good and 
affordable bait to use. Make sure you 
are achieving good bait numbers per m2 
with an aim of 30 baits/m2.

Source: GIWA receival standards for WA

Commodity Sample size  Grade Number Definition

Barley

 

per ½ litre 
sample

MALT1, MALT2 Nil Live or dead 
ONE = more than half a shell 
Fragments are acceptableBFED1, BFDEC 1

Wheat per ½ litre 
sample

H1, H2, APWN, APW1, 
APW2, ASW1, ANW1, 
AUH2

1  Whole snail shell

ANW2, AGP1, AUN1, 
AUW1, FED1

10

Canola per 500g 
sample

CAN1, CAG1, CAN2, 
CAG2

1 Live or Dead
ONE = whole snail or pieces more than half, or a snail 
body without a shell less than 10mm in size
A snail is defined as greater than 10mm if it is a 
whole snail shell or non-whole piece of snail shell that 
cannot fit through a 10-millimetre hole.
All non-whole or broken pieces that are less than or 
equal to half a snail are classified as admixture
Snails greater than 10mm will remain a level three (3) 
contaminant and the load rejected on delivery

CAGS, CANS (SNAIL 
OFFGRADE)

10

Season 2019: Snails’ wrap
Department of
Primary Industries and
Regional Development
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Australia’s grain ‘balance sheet’ is 
set to materially tighten over the next 
decade, with increasing demand for 
grain to feed livestock – coupled 
with growing human consumption – 
well outstripping projected supply, 
according to a Rabobank report.  

This will see the proportion of the 
nation’s grain harvest exported annually 
decline from the current 60 per cent 
to 53 per cent by 2030, and may also 
increase the likelihood of further grain 
imports into the country over time.

In its report The Australian Feed Grain 
Squeeze, the agribusiness banking 
specialist says by 2030, the domestic 
market for cereal grains will soak up 
an additional six per cent of Australia’s 
annual production, leaving available 
supply for exports down by two million 
tonnes.

Demand and supply

Report author, Rabobank senior grains 
analyst Cheryl Kalisch Gordon says the 
bank is forecasting domestic demand 

for cereal grains to grow by 2.3 per 
cent per annum over the next 10 years 
(to above 17.5 million tonnes a year 
by 2029/30), well exceeding projected 
annual supply growth of only 0.4 per 
cent per annum over the same period.

“A higher level of growth in feed-grain 
demand – compared with human 
consumption – means the share of 
cereal grains going to feed in Australia 
could approach 70 per cent by 2029/30, 
up from the current five-year average of 
64 per cent,” she says.

On the supply side, Dr Kalisch Gordon 
says production growth will not be able 
to keep up with the forecast increase in 
demand over the coming decade.

“In the absence of any new technologies 
that offer step change improvements 
in yield growth – and in the face of 
a drying climate and challenges to 
crop management, such as herbicide 
resistance and potential limits on the 
use of glyphosate – we do not expect 
future yield growth to exceed historical 
growth trends,” she says.

“And while genetic modification and 
new plant-breeding techniques offer 
the potential for step change increases 
in yield that would offset the feed grain 
squeeze, we consider the likelihood of 
development, adoption and end-market 
acceptance low within the coming 
decade.

As such, Rabobank expects average 
Australian cereal grain production to be 
at around 37.5 million tonnes by 2030, 
up from the current five-year average of 
35.8 million tonnes.

“However, Australian production will 
continue to be prone, and possibly more 
vulnerable, to year-to-year variation, so 
a range of 20 million to 52 million tonnes 
must be considered part of the outlook,” 
Dr Kalisch Gordon says.

East/west divide and price

The report says grain ‘balance sheet’ 
tightening will be particularly focussed 
on Australia’s eastern states “where 
supply growth will be lowest and 
demand growth highest”.

“Together, Victoria, NSW and 
Queensland account for close to 80 per 
cent of Australia’s population and have 
the highest forecast population growth 
over the coming decade,” Dr Kalisch 
Gordon says. “They also have more 
than 90 per cent of the country’s feedlot 
capacity, more than 65 per cent of its 
milling capacity and more than 70 per 
cent of poultry sector capacity.”

This tightening is expected to see the 
average underlying east coast basis rise 
by as much as five per cent per annum, 
she says.

“For WA and South Australia, higher 
supply growth will put downward 
pressure on the basis between local 
grain prices and global prices, though 
prices are expected to be supported 
more often by demand for their grain 
from the eastern states.”

For more information on Rabobank’s 
research, please contact Rabobank 
Esperance on 08 9076 4200 or 
download the RaboResearch podcast 
app. 

Livestock feed demand puts 
squeeze on Australian grain
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Celebrating five years  
of community support

Since 2014, our Grass 
Roots community 

grants program has 
invested more than 

$1.5 million in over 500 
community groups, 
projects and events 

across WA.

cbh.com.au/grassrootsgrants

CBH 
GRASS 
ROOTS 

GRANTS



Your SEPWA Team
SEPWA Executive 2019

Dan Sanderson PRESIDENT	 9078 6044	 0427 786 044	 dan@sandersonfarms.com.au

Greg Curnow TREASURER	 9079 2101	 0427 792 101	 gdcurnow99@gmail.com

David Cox 	 9078 2053	 0429 008 638	 dave@waterhatchfarms.com.au

Lyndon Mickel 	 9076 6045	 0427 766 029	 lmickel@bigpond.com

Luke Marquis TRIALS CHAIR		  0429 367 947	 lmarquis@westnet.com.au 

Gary Walter	 9079 2992	 0427 951 418	 killarneydowns2@gmail.com

Scott Wandel	 90767 054	 0458 767 054	 scott@ridleyplains.com

Andrew Chambers VICE PRESIDENT	 9838 0083	 0429 380084	 ajchambers@wn.com.au

Adrian Perks SECRETARY	 9076 6068	 0427 766 068	 perksadrian@hotmail.com

Craig Newman	 9874 7032	 0429 871 625	 craig@karradale.com

Chris Reichstein EVENTS CHAIR	 9076 7049	 0429 101 970	 creichstein@bigpond.com

Con Murphy 		  0418 400 548	 lobethal@watag.com.au

SEPWA Staff
Niki Curtis EXECUTIVE OFFICER	 9083 1152	 0447 908311	 eo@sepwa.org.au

Bill Sharp TRIALS COORDINATOR		  0428 711 375 	 multiseed@westnet.com.au

Michelle Handley PROJECTS MANAGER	 9083 1104	 0428 233 008	 Michelle@sepwa.org.au

Andrea Carmody PROJECTS OFFICER		  0429 416 125	 andrea@sepwa.org.au 

Sam Stubna PROJECTS OFFICER		  0400 537 383	 sam@sepwa.org.au

Kellie Guest MEDIA OFFICER		  0409 844 228	 kellie@sepwa.org.au

 
DISCLAIMER SEPWA does not accept any liability whatsoever by reason 
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SEPWA

Calendar of events 2020

Follow SEPWA on social 
media to keep up-to-date  
with the latest news and  
research developments. 

We want to hear from  
you - share your views and 

photos.

E-News subscribe to:  
eo@sepwa.org.au

www.sepwa.org.au

 @Wheat93

SEPWA

February

Feb 13 RAIN Updates Ravensthorpe

Feb14 SEPWA AGM & Harvest Review Esperance Bay Yacht Club
Feb 14 SEPWA Dinner Lucky Bay Brewery
Feb 17 Managing Staff Effectively Esperance Civic Centre
Feb 18 Managing Staff Effectively Munglinup Community Centre
Feb 19 Spray Application Workshop Condingup
Feb 20 Spray Application Workshop Cascade
Feb 21 Spray Application Workshop Ravensthorpe

March

March 3 Crop Sequence Workshops Beaumont and Grass Patch
March 4 Rural Edge Workshop Esperance Bay Yacht Club
March 12 North Mallee Updates Salmon Gums
March 12 GRDC Research Updates Lake King
March 19 Deep Ripping Demonstration Day Munglinup

Save the Date:  19th March 2020SEPWA Deep Ripping Demonstration Day, Munglinup
Come and see a range of ripping machinery in action in sandy and gravelly soil types.


