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Georgia Guest pictured during seeding at her family’s property north of Ravensthorpe. 
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Current SEPWA Projects 
Project & Demonstration  
Site Location Project Donor

Ripper Gauge - 1 sites

Neridup  GRDC &  
Host Growers

Summer Cropping - 2 sites
Beaumont GRDC & Host 

GrowersCascade/Munglinup

Soil Pathogens - 1 site

Salmon Gums GRDC, FarmLink & 
Host Grower

High Rainfall Zone Farming - 2 sites

Munglinup GRDC & Host Grower

Condingup GRDC & Host Grower

Deep Ripping Demonstration Trial - 1 site

Munglinup SEPWA & Host 
Grower

Barley Grass Management - 1 site

Grass Patch GRDC, DPIRD & Host 
Grower

 

Good day to you all.

Another seeding is done with good seeding conditions for 
most; I had forgotten how nice it is to seed into moisture for 
most of the seeding program. There’s a long way to go but 
we’re off to a good start.

Thanks to the farmers who have put SEPWA trials in on 
their properties, it can be a hassle dealing with trials in 
the middle of seeding. I know SEPWA Trials Coordinator 
Bill Sharp has been having a hard time getting some seed 
varieties delivered to Esperance in time and some trial 
plans had to change to get them in the ground. The efforts 
of Bill and the farmers involved is really appreciated. I’m 
looking forward to seeing the results from some of the new 
varieties in the trials at the end of the year.

There are some interesting times ahead with the Grower 
Group Alliance and the Proposed Drought Hub and what 
SEPWA’s involvement will be; and yet more changes at 
GRDC and how we can best work in with them in the future 
and the carbon emissions discussion, just to name a few. 
There’s plenty keeping our Executive Officer Michelle 
Handley and staff busy at present.

Thanks to all that are involved with the SEPWA sub-
committees and the good work they are doing supporting 
the agricultural industry and the South East Port Zone.

Take care and I hope to see you at the field days that will 
be held during the growing season.

Dan Sanderson 
SEPWA President

PRESIDENT'S

REPORT

Inaya Stone captured this brilliant photo at Scott and Jane Wandel’s 
place, when they were sowing Latrobe barley on May 7. Seeding 
finished for the Mount Ridley farmers on May 26. Inaya works for the 
Wandels and is also a member of the SEPWA Youth In Ag committee.
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SEPWA EVENTS

After COVID-19 put a dampener on events in 2020 it is with 
great pleasure that SEPWA announce the 2021 SEPWA Ladies 
Day is on once again! Get the diary out (or your outlook 
calendar) and lock in Wednesday, August 11. We will be treated 
to a wonderful array of local and further afield presenters 
under the theme of Thriving Women – Thriving Communities. 
Join us to hear from a cohort of women who are determined to 
help their communities thrive near and far. 

We are thrilled to have secured our keynote speaker for the day 
– the wonderful Shanna Whan; CEO and founder of the national 
charity Sober in the Country (SITC). 

Shanna Whan is a rural woman and, in her own words, a ‘’very 
unlikely’’ national spokesperson for change when it comes to the 
complex subject of our great love affair with booze in the bush.

Shanna is the founder of Sober in the Country, a not-for-profit 
charity organisation which is now recognised internationally. She 
created the ‘OK2SAYNO’ campaign to ensure we are putting 
our mates and their health first. Far from being an anti-alcohol 
message; SITC is simply focused on advocacy, awareness, and 
ensuring those who choose to say ‘no thanks’ or ‘not today’ (no 
matter their reason) are supported fully.

After almost losing her own life to alcohol addiction in 2015 and 
spending seven years of working tirelessly to support others she is 
now regularly referred to as a pioneer who cracked the lid on this 
yarn in the remote sector of Australia.

Shan is not someone you’ll ever find accepting labels like 
‘influencer,’ or ‘guru’ spoken over her, though. She stands 
extremely firm on insisting she’s just one of (too) many in the bush 
fighting a battle – sometimes for survival – without help, education, 
information, or even any appropriate support.

Instead, she said she simply decided to make it her life’s work to 
change that.

Her philosophy – and now SITC’s philosophy – is deeply rooted 
in the famous Desmond Tutu quote ‘’there comes a time when we 
need to stop pulling people out of the river when they’ve already 
drowned – and go upstream and find out why they’re falling in.’’ 
Shanna has been officially recognised as a nominee / finalist in 
many awards including twice-nominated for Australian of the Year 
in the local hero category, and recently was a winner in ProBono 
Australia’s Top 25 Impact awards.

You can read more at www.soberinthecountry.org

​Along with our incredible presenters, one can expect to be treated 
to a mouth-watering spread of tasty morsels and it goes without 
saying, endless coffee. For more information, please contact Sam 
Stubna on 0400 537 383 or email sam@sepwa.org.au. Further 
event details will be posted online and via email soon. 

Sober in the Country founder  
to head up Ladies Day
By Sam Stubna, SEPWA Projects Officer
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Control - nil CGT
>12 mths, 50% Discount

Cost

FARMLAND OWNERSHIP - STRUCTURES

READY RECKONER

Taxation

Wind Up

Estate
Planning

Succession
Planning

Individual Name Joint Names Family Trust Company Superfund

Duty, however possible access

to family farm exemptions
Duty, however possible access

to family farm exemptions
No duty on transfer of control If land rich, duty applies No duty on transfer (if vesting)

>12 mths, 50% Discount >12 mths, 50% Discount
No discounts >12 mths, 1/3 Discount

Personal rates Personal rates Generally personal rates
< 50m Turnover, 26% rate (2021)

< 50m Turnover, 25% rate (2022)
15% Accumulation, 0% Pension

phase

Risk challenge/change

Joint tenancy
VS

Tenants in common

Control by deed/will

Lower risk challenge/change
Control determined by shareholding

Binding Death Benefit

Nomination/Reversionary

pension

Asset
Protection

Preference

High risk

Joint and several liability

At risk

Joint and several liability
With corporate trustee risk

reduced
Single director to reduce risk Protected from bankruptcy

Not recommended
Generally not recommended

Can be used to good effect for

estate planning (joint tenancy)

Most popular vehicle due to

flexibility

Becoming more popular to

access cash from corp

beneficiaries (Div 7A)

Was popular for those with strong

balances in super, now more

difficult to put cash into fund

($ Nil)

($ Nil)

(  $5000)

(  $3500)

SEPWA EVENTS

With seeding wrapped up or almost 
finished for most people, there was 
a great turnout of 45 people to hear 
from Byfields and ProcessWorx at 
the latest Esperance Farm Office 
Management (EFOM) session on 
May 25. Attendees heard about a 
number of topics, including using 
Farm Management Deposits, the 
2021 Federal Budget and its impact 
on agriculture, plus the importance 
of keeping Occupational Health 
and Safety files regularly updated. 
Here, Byfields Director Scott Smith 
provides a rundown of some of the 
key points presented on the day. 

Mark Murgatroyd of Byfields presented 
on the 2021 Federal Budget. The 
key announcement is the extension 
to the temporary full expensing rules 
to June 30, 2023. These measures 
are the most significant depreciation 
measures announced in decades. Plant 
sales and changeovers need to be 
managed carefully until June 30, 2023, 
and provisions made for depreciation 
deductions that will be lower in future 
years.

Scott Smith of Byfields presented on 
farm management deposits. The key 
takeaway to consider your FMDs in light 
of the above depreciation rules, plan 
for future low depreciation years, and 
potential opportunities to reduce FMD 
balances.

Neil Hooper of Byfields presented on 
landholding structures:

One size does not fit all!

Making sure that you choose the 
correct landholding entity at the time of 
purchase can save large amounts of 
capital gains tax and stamp duty down 
the track.

Ownership options include:

•	 Individual names

•	 Joint names

•	 Family trust

•	 Company

•	 Self managed superannuation fund

Timely update for EFOM members

Mark Murgatroyd of Byfields presents to the EFOM group.

Neil Hooper, Mark Murgatroyd and Scott Smith from Byfields     presented at the latest EFOM event.
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PRE 30/6 TAXPLANNING

Tune into Farms Advice podcast to listen to Jack Hayes

talk all things tax planning, published early June 2021.

Plan early! Cash flow is king so vary PAYG
instalments according to your profit/lossestimate.

Instant asset write off - understand theimplications and do not limit planning to just 1
year, but lift your eyes >3 years forward:Chance to cash in FMD's?Chance to break the cycle of deferringgrain/booking up consumables?Look at your machinery change overschedules and consider the budgetannouncement extending stimulusmeasure to 30 June 2023.Machinery, shearing, grain sheds included.
Some restrictions on cars.Superannuation contributions - do not leave to

the last minute, get them in early, once you've
established a view of the season ahead.Consider long term tax rates

SGC increase to 10% from 1 July 2021.Remember         1st Profit 
2nd Tax

Low years falling off averaging... time for a
company in your structure?Be prepared for Single Touch Payroll changes

1 July 2021.

Instant asset write-off extension to 2023 provides more time for

plant and machinery decisions, however, carefully think about the

impact on your tax planning.

Company carry forward tax loss extended 12 months.

Farm Household Allowance recipient debt relief measures.

Soil testing rebates available to those sharing results.

Considerable funding to biosecurity measures.

Student visa changes address labour shortages.

Small administrative burdens eased for the superannuation work

test, however, the $450 monthly income threshold under which

employers do not have to pay SGC is removed 1 July 2022.

2021 FEDERAL BUDGET
SUMMARY

"It seems a continuation of the current Government's policy direction

and a vast improvement on previously predicted budget bottom line,

even with a conservative $US 55/tonne iron ore price."

In most cases it is unlikely that 
purchasing land in individual names or 
joint names will be the most appropriate 
purchase option.

The family trust has proven to be a 
robust choice for farmland purchases, 
providing asset protection and flexibility 
for succession planning purposes. 
However, this is not always the case! 
As farming businesses grow, and entity 

structures become more complex, the 
purchase entity decision is not always a 
‘tick and flick’.

We are seeing more land being 
purchased in companies in order 
to utilise cash reserves in corporate 
beneficiaries as a result of farm profits 
being allocated to these entities.

Purchasing land in superannuation 
funds is becoming more difficult in 
recent times. This is due to the increase 
in land values, and relatively minimal 
amounts of cash that can be contributed 
to superannuation each year to allow a 
purchase of land in the fund.

The considerations are:

•	 Asset protection

•	 Succession planning

•	 Estate planning

•	 Income tax

•	 Capital gains tax

•	 Division 7A (if any non-trustee 
companies in your structure)

•	 Land tax (if residential property)

•	 Existing landholding structure

•	 Timeline for the business and the land 
being purchased

•	 Cost and complexities

Often there is a trade-off between many 
of the above. The key is to ensure all the 
facts of each situation are considered, 
and determine what your priorities are.

This process should be well 
documented to ensure each of the 
above have been considered, and as a 
reference point for the future.

Take time to plan and decide the most 
appropriate landholding entity. Consult 
with your accountant and advisers 
before sitting at the table ready to sign 
the purchase contract!

Ensure they understand your existing 
landholding structure and know what 
your future plans are with your business 
and the proposed land purchase.

The key message is one size does not 
fit all, and take time to plan! It can save 
you a lot of money and stress down the 
track!

Kaitlin Trebley from ProcessWorx provides 
valuable information to the EFOM members.

Neil Hooper, Mark Murgatroyd and Scott Smith from Byfields     presented at the latest EFOM event.
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YOUTH IN AG

New faces 
representing 
young growers
By Liam Vandenberghe, Youth in Ag Chairperson

LIAM VANDENBERGHE  
new chairperson 

Age: 26
Location: Scaddan

What’s your involvement with Ag:  
I Graduated from Curtin Uni with a 
degree in agribusiness in 2015. After 
that I got some off-farm experience 
working for Elders for two years as 
a financial analyst. These days I am 
working on the mixed enterprise family 
farm at Scaddan.

What are you bringing to the 
committee: 
 I’m bringing my experience as both a 
farmer and as someone who has worked 
in the industry away from the farm. I 
have also held executive positions on 
other committees giving me experience 
in teamwork and administration.

What do you want to achieve on the 
committee:  
I would really like to explore our 
extension and education opportunities. 
I think over the last couple of years we 
have done really well in the field tour 
and social areas but could improve in 
terms of peer-based learning and more 
formal workshop style events. While I 
have a couple of ideas, I’m excited to 
hear what our members want to learn 
about.

BRETT SOUTH 
outgoing chairperson

Age: 29
Location: Beaumont 

What’s your involvement with Ag: 
Originally hailing from Jerramungup with 
a livestock background. Graduated from 
Narrogin Agricultural College in 2008. 
Completed a livestock traineeship with 
Elders in 2010. Worked two seasons in 
Kununurra on a cattle station – one year 
as a ringer and the second year as 

If you have followed along with our Facebook page you will know we have 
been introducing our new committee. We would like to thank our departing 
members for all their hard work over the last couple of years and excitedly 
welcome our new members. Special thanks to Brett South who is stepping 
down as chair but remaining on the committee. Brett was instrumental in 
setting up Youth in Ag. Our new committee is a good cross-section of the 
agricultural industry in the Esperance Port Zone. In a committee of 14 we 
have farmers, agronomists and bankers aged between 22-29 years, located 
from Munglinup to Salmon Gums to Beaumont.

Since our AGM we have been sharing ideas for the upcoming year and getting 
to know our new committee members, but plans and meetings all get put on 
ice over seeding. Things will crank up soon with our first formal event to be a 
succession planning day in collaboration with EFOM. We are also working on 
getting some wearable merch – members should keep an eye on our Facebook 
page for that update. Later in the year we would love to continue our field tour 
series with Munglinup/Hopetoun a potential area of interest. The committee has 
also spoken about a renewed focus on getting a good turnout to other SEPWA 
events.

Head to our Facebook page for all the info. Please also don’t hesitate to contact 
us via direct message.

Spotlight on new YAG committee
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a head stockman. Completed heavy-
duty diesel mechanic apprenticeship 
in 2015. Been continuously cropping 
for the past 5-6 years in Beaumont with 
father-in-law Lyndon Mickel.

What are you bringing to the 
committee:  
After being the president for the past 
three years, my role will now be just to 
guide and help out the new president and 
committee the best I can. SEPWA Youth 
in Ag is in great hands and will grow 
stronger over the years to come. 

What do you want to achieve on the 
committee:  
The past three years all I’ve wanted 
to achieve was to bring like-minded 
people together with one general 
interest already in-common and that 
is agriculture. I’ve seen young farmers 
and industry people bury themselves 
to their job. This is an outlet for them to 
communicate, socialise and to enjoy 
themselves. Especially the ones who 
don’t play sports or have many hobbies. 
Surround people with one thing they 
take interest in and the rest falls into 
place and the conversation starts. I 
can’t wait to see where SEPWA Youth in 
Ag goes in the future. My next goal to 
achieve is now to transition from SEPWA 
Youth in Ag committee to the SEPWA 
Executive Committee and keep the ball 
rolling.

JEREMY CURRY

Age: 27
Location: Esperance

Involvement in ag:  
Grew up in Perth, graduated from UWA 
with Bachelor of Science and moved to 
Esperance in 2015 to start with DPIRD 
as a Research Agronomist.

Bringing to Committee:  
Perhaps a different perspective as 

someone who didn’t grow up in and 
around agriculture but has relied upon 
and is keen to continue seeking out 
further development opportunities.
What do you want to achieve on the 
committee: I feel like there has been 
an increase in the number of new and/
or young people attending industry 
days over the last few years. Hopefully 
we can continue to get good uptake of 
existing development and information 
sharing opportunities (eg: those offered 
through SEPWA and other industry 
organisations) while providing unique 
education opportunities or experiences 
relevant to the less experienced 
members of the industry.

TRENT STEVENS

Age: 23
Location: Dalyup

What’s your involvement with Ag:  
Growing up being involved in a 
family ag contracting business. Then 
graduating from Cunderdin Ag college 
in 2015. After a year at home working for 
the business and other farmers, moved 
to Perth to complete a heavy diesel 
apprenticeship. Now currently working 
at Ridley Plains, across Dalyup and 
Grass Patch.

What are you bringing to the 
committee:  
I’m bringing a wide social connection 
to a lot of young Esperance growers. 
Also the willingness to broaden our 
knowledge within the committee and 
further.

What do you want to achieve on the 
committee:   
Would like to see everyone get the 
opportunity to learn as many different 
techniques and technology changes to 
improve on-farm practices and also see 
the benefits of off-farm practices.

INAYA STONE 

Age: 22 
Location: Grass Patch 

Involvement in ag:  
I have grown up in ag and have recently 
graduated from the University of New 
England with a Bachelor of Agriculture. I 
am now working at Ridley Plains doing a 
variety of things within my role. 

What are you bringing to the 
committee:  
I’m bringing experience from a few 
different aspects of agriculture, as well 
as a love of learning and helping others 
to learn. I also have experience on 
other committees which I believe will be 
beneficial. 

What do you want to achieve on the 
committee:  
I would love to give young growers 
and people in agriculture as many 
opportunities to learn as possible. There 
are always new things to learn in ag 
and this is a great way to embrace and 
share them.

TOM LONGMIRE 

Age: 23 
Location: Beaumont 

Involvement in Ag:  
I graduated from Marcus Oldham 
College with a degree in Farm Business 
Management in 2019. Post uni I’ve 
come back to become involved in the 
family business. I’ve previously worked 
in Canada and on the Liverpool Plains in 
NSW to gain invaluable experience. 

What are you bringing to the 
committee:  
I’m bringing my experience as a farmer 
and a local to help drive an improving 
culture within the younger population 
involved with agriculture and keen to 
increase the opportunities for us within 
the region to improve and experience. 

Spotlight on new YAG committee
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YOUTH IN AG

What do you want to achieve on the 
committee:  
I would like to increase the group’s 
potential of being a facilitator in 
providing educational opportunities 
to the young ag community and the 
ability for members to learn and share 
experiences with each other. I also am 
keen on helping maintain the social 
presence within the community to 
engage all young members to gather 
and socialise while giving an opportunity 
for new members of the community to 
get involved and become known. I look 
forward to what we can achieve and 
hearing from our members on ways to 
we can achieve these objectives.

LUCY BURROWS

Age: 26
Location: Esperance

Involvement in ag:  
Grew up in Batemans Bay NSW and 
studied a Bachelor of Science in 
Agriculture at USYD after which I spent 
two years working as a cotton research 
agronomist based in Griffith. After a 
two-year working holiday in Canada 
got cut short due to Covid, I moved to 
Esperance a year ago and am working 
as a Relationship Analyst at Rabobank.

Bringing to Committee:  
As someone who only moved to 
Esperance in 2020, and a background 
primarily in the cotton industry, I’m 
bringing a new perspective to the 
committee. I’m enthusiastic about 
all things agriculture and have a 
willingness to learn and continue 
developing knowledge around 
Esperance’s agricultural systems. 
What do you want to achieve on the 
committee:  
Would like to continue to develop and 
promote networking among young 
people in the ag industry across the Port 
Zone to encourage the collaboration of 
ideas and learning opportunities.

DYLAN (BOOF) NORWOOD

Age: 26
Location: Salmon Gums

What’s your involvement with Ag:  
After growing up on the family farm and 
starting a traineeship at John Deere to 

get out of school. I was lucky enough 
to inherit some land at the age of 25, 
my two brothers and I joined our father 
in running the farm. We have recently 
moved on from cattle and are looking 
into cropping more of our land and 
trading sheep. 

What are you bringing to the 
committee: 
Input from a different land type. A small 
amount of experience and a willingness 
to learn. 

What do you want to achieve on the 
committee:  
To learn how to make the most of the 
land we own. Brining in young farmers 
from different areas who may be more 
isolated.

BRODY WICKSTEIN 

Age: 29 
Location: Munglinup/Jerdacuttup 

Involvement in ag: I have been working 
on the family farm since graduating 
high school in 2009. During 2010 and 
2011 completed Certificates 2 & 3 and 
4 in Agriculture through TAFE. I work 
alongside my father and two brothers to 
run a 100 per cent cropping program. 

What do you bring to the committee: 
As a new member on the committee, I 
hope to bring some fresh ideas and a 
good work ethic. Being based in west 
of the Esperance zone, I look forward to 
contributing to local events in the area.

What do you wish to achieve:  
I hope to contribute to building a 
network that brings young people 
together – a network that helps to 
stimulate discussion, learning of new 
ideas, techniques or strategies to 
benefit youth in agriculture.

JIMMY BIDSTRUP 

Age: 24
Location: Esperance 

What’s your involvement with Ag: 
After studying agricultural science at 
UWA I moved to Esperance to work as 
an agronomist in 2018. I’m privileged 
to work with some of WA’s most 
progressive growers and love solving 
problems and adding value to farming 
systems. 

What are you bringing to the 
committee:  
I bring my knowledge and experience 
from working with Esperance’s growers 
everyday and understanding their 
challenges and opportunities. As well 
as this committee I am also on the 
general committee for Agconnect and 
am passionate about advocating for the 
agricultural industry and community. 

What do you want to achieve on the 
committee:  
I would like to help organise more 
interstate grower tours to help 
understand how other growers are 
tackling issues and what we can learn 
from them. As well as this I would like 
to hold more local workshops based on 
developing professional skills that are 
still useful to the farming enterprise.

TIM STARCEVICH

Age: 25
Location: Salmon Gums 

What’s your involvement in Ag:  
I’m a 5th generation farmer in Salmon 
Gums, working with Mum and Dad. 
Finished at Cunderdin Ag in 2012, and 
have been back on the farm since 2013, 
with stints working on a cattle station 
and another farm out of the area. We 
have been mixed farming up until this 
year where we have phased out of 
merinos, but still have our Suffolk and 
White Suffolk studs. 

What are you bringing to the 
committee: 
I’ve been on different committees for 
the last six years so hopefully bringing 
a bit of experience, also being one of 
the most northern committee members 
hopefully bring a different perspective.

What do you want to achieve on the 
committee: 
Hopefully to get more young people in 
the agriculture industry to get out more 
into a social environment. Also to see 
how the different areas cope with their 
own challenges.

Other YAG members include Brad 
Egan, Sam Fetherstonhaugh and 
Kane Scott.
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The newly-launched Mt Burdett 
Foundation is now working to support 
Esperance and regional people right 
across rural WA. 

The Mt Burdett Foundation is the 
brainchild of Esperance farmer Chris 
Reichstein, who SEPWA can proudly lay 
claim to as a life member and former 
president of this organisation. 

Chris has always been known as a 
forward-thinking farmer who looks to the 
big picture for the good of the industry.  

He established the foundation in 2019 
as an organisation that would invest 
in initiatives and people to contribute 
to a vibrant and resilient future for the 
Esperance region and throughout the 
broader regional WA community.  

The foundation was set up with two 
funding arms; one supporting projects 
specifically benefiting the Esperance 
area and the second to support human 
capacity building throughout regional 
WA.  

Mount Burdett Farm is located north-
east of Esperance. The property was 
originally cleared from bush in 1975 
by the Reichstein family and Chris has 
farmed the land for the last 40 years.   

Today, his farming system is focused 
on cropping with a rotation of wheat, 
barley, canola, lupins, peas and 
legumes. 

The Foundation is a charitable 
organisation funded by income from 
Mount Burdett Farm and managed by a 
board. 

The board takes guidance from two 
committees set up to review and 
recommend projects for funding. 
The Esperance Community Advisory 
Committee is focused on supporting 
initiatives in the Esperance region. 
The Rural and Regional Advancement 
Foundation Committee cast their net 
further afield throughout rural and 
regional WA. Each group works to 
support projects within set funding 
criteria. 

A Farm Advisory Committee has also 
been formed with a view to securing 
the longevity of the foundation through 
strong management of the farm as the 
foundation's core source of income. 

It is envisaged the farm will also be 
used as a centre for research and 
innovation to increase broadacre 
cropping productivity, profitability and 
sustainability. 

The aim is that this will be done 
in collaboration with research 
agencies and private research / trial 
organisations. A portion of the farm’s 
profits will be directed into supporting 
research and trials that will be carried 
out on the farm.

The farm will also be used as a means 
to promote the virtues of agriculture 
to the wider community. This includes 
bridging the consumer divide, creating 
understanding between farmers and the 
wider community, and engaging with 
the school education system to tell the 
story of agriculture and demonstrate it 
as an attractive career path.

To learn more visit  
www.mtburdettfoundation.org.au  

Mt Burdett Foundation now operational 

Chris Reichstein speaks with farmers during a crop tour.
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The GRDC investment “Optimising 
timing and rate of nitrogen 
application in waterlogging 
conditions in the Esperance Port 
Zone”, has come to its fruition. 
Three demonstration sites were 
established in the Esperance Port 
Zone, and each site ran for two 
consecutive years; at Condingup 
and Speddingup (2018 and 2019) and 
Jerdacuttup (2019 and 2020). Areas 
prone to waterlogging across a 
range of decile years were selected, 
however seasonal conditions at all 
locations and across all years, were 
drier than average. That said, both 
the Speddingup and Condingup 
trials did experience waterlogging 
in 2018. A significant frost event 
occurred during early September 
in 2019 that affected crops at both 
the Jerdacuttup and Speddingup 
demonstration sites. 

Three or four Nitrogen application 
treatments were applied to paddock 
length strips at each of the trial sites, 
with either two or three replicates 
per treatment. The first treatment 
represented usual host ‘Farmer 
Practice’ and the second treatment, 
called ‘All Up Front’ consisted of 
total nitrogen application within the 
first six weeks from seeding. The 
third treatment applied to all three 
demonstration sites consisted of 
‘Playing the Season’ with the view of 
maximising yield, grain quality and 
profitability depending on seasonal 
conditions at each location and a 
fourth treatment was applied at the 
Speddingup sites called ‘Regular 
Intervals’.

In the high rainfall zone, production is 
frequently impacted by waterlogging, 
especially in high decile years. 
Over the years, a number of tactics 
have been incorporated into local 
farming systems such as raised beds, 
controlled traffic and deep-ripping to 
minimise compaction and improve 
drainage. Summer cropping and deep 
drainage have also been utilised to 
reduce the impact of waterlogging 
on yields. Growers are also looking 
to agronomic options to counter the 
negative effects of waterlogging on 
crops, such as the timing and rate of 
nitrogen. The challenge for growers is 
supplying the right amount of nitrogen 
at the right time and place to meet crop 
demand and optimise yield and quality, 
without over supplying N and reducing 
profit. This project aimed to enable 
growers to make timely and efficient 
nitrogen decisions in the Esperance 
port zone by having a rule of thumb 
around the cost/benefit of feeding N to 
crops on waterlogged soils. Although, 
waterlogging was not a production 
limitation between 2018 and 2020, the 
project still gave a good insight into 
timing and rates of applied N and the 
profitability of these decisions. 

CONDINGUP
The ‘Playing the Season’ treatment 
replicates in both 2018 and 2019 were 
the highest yielding (8.4 and 5.766 t/
ha respectively) and delivered the 
highest average grain protein (11.6 per 
cent and 11.2 per cent respectively). 
The most profitable treatment in 2018 
was the ‘Playing the Season’ treatment 
with the highest rate of nitrogen 
applied and the latest application 
date (September 10). The cost of the 
additional nitrogen application at full 
flag leaf to head emergence, following 
waterlogging after 150mm was 
received in August, improved yield, 
and grain protein. Once again in 2019 
the ‘Playing the Season’ treatment was 
the most profitable, with the highest 
rate of nitrogen applied and the latest 
application date (August 5, 2019), just 
prior to flag leaf emergence. ‘Playing 
the Season’ treatment across both 
seasons in Condingup was the most 
profitable (Table 1). 

OPTIMISING TIMING  
AND RATE OF NITROGREN
By Sam Stubna, SEPWA Project Officer

Table 1. Treatment regimes, results and profitability at the Condingup demonstration 
sites 2018 and 2019. 

Seeding
10-05-18 20-06-18 28-07-18 13-08-18 10-09-18

All Up Front 33.6 55.8 46 23 0 158.4 7.800 11.4 $2,522.00
Farmer Practice 21 55.8 46 23 0 145.8 6.900 10.2 $2,157.50

Playing the season 21 55.8 46 23 46 191.8 8.400 11.6 $2,780.50

Seeding
17-05-19 04-07-19 05-08-19

All Up Front 32.2 55.8 0 134 5.651 10.3 $1,745.40
Farmer Practice 32.2 55.8 46 134 5.660 11 $1,776.80

Playing the season 32.2 55.8 27.6 143.2 5.776 11.2 $1,804.84
0

46

27.6

Treatment

Nitrogen Applied (kg/ha)
Post Emergent

Gross Income - 
Nitrogen Cost 

($/ha)

Gross Income - 
Nitrogen Cost 

($/ha)

2018
CONDINGUP

2019
Average 

Yield (t/ha)
Treatment

Average Grain 
protein (%)Post Emergent

20-06-19

Nitrogen Applied (kg/ha)
TOTAL N  
(kg/ha)

TOTAL N  
(kg/ha)

Average 
Yield (t/ha)

Average Grain 
protein (%)
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SPEDDINGUP
At the 2018 demonstration site, the 
treatments which had the greatest 
amount of nitrogen applied (‘Playing 
the Season’ and ‘Regular Intervals’) 
yielded the most (3.636 and 3.648 t/
ha respectively) (Table 2). ‘Playing the 
Season’ was marginally more profitable 
than the other treatments. 

At the 2019 site there was no significant 
difference in Scepter yield between 
the four nitrogen application regimes, 
with yields ranging from 2.203 to 
2.427 t/ha. This would most likely be 
a product of a drier than average 
growing season coupled with the frost 
in early September. The most profitable 
treatment was the ‘Farmer Practice’ 
treatment as it had the lowest fertiliser 
input cost with little yield or grain 
quality penalty.  The ‘Regular Intervals’ 
treatment was the least profitable of 
the nitrogen treatments in 2019 as 
the input costs were highest. As the 
soil and tissue test results indicated, 
along with the dry seasonal conditions 
experienced, the extra nitrogen applied 
simply could not be utilised by the crop. 

JERDACUTTUP
At the Jerdacuttup demonstration site in 
2019, there was no significant difference 
in Scepter wheat yield or protein 
between the three nitrogen application 
regimes applied (Table 3). Harvest 
yield ranged from 2.595 to 2.877 t/
ha which was below the paddock’s 
5-year wheat average of 3.6 t/ha. This 
result was a product of 2019’s drier 
than average growing conditions and 
the highly unusual frost that occurred 
in early September. In contrast, the 
average yield of the ‘Nitrogen Upfront’ 
and the ‘Playing the Season’ treatments 
were significantly less than the ‘Farmer 
Practice’ treatment in 2020 (Table 3). 
Harvest wheat yield ranged from 3.840 
to 4.456 t/ha, above the paddock’s 
five-year wheat average of 3.8 t/ha. 
These results are largely due to no 
waterlogging events, above average 
July and August rainfall, favourable 
spring conditions during grain fill and no 
frost events. In addition, when the winter 

Seeding
27-06-18

All Up Front 52.4 52.4 3.368 9.5 $1,016.60
Farmer Practice 31.3 52.4 3.432 8.7 $1,037.40

Playing the Season 31.3 73.5 3.636 9.2 $1,074.20
Regular Intervals 52.4 94.6 3.648 9.6 $1,042.60

Seeding
15-06-19 09-07-19 10-07-19 10-08-19 02-09-19

All Up Front 31.3 46 42.2 0 0 119.5 2.44 12.65 $678.82
Farmer Practice 31.3 46 0 0 0 77.3 2.394 11.85 $727.18

Playing the Season 31.3 46 0 0 21.1 98.4 2.427 12.05 $711.48
Regular Intervals 31.3 46 0 21.1 21.1 119.5 2.203 12.55 $655.56

42.2

Nitrogen Applied (kg/ha)
Post-emergent

2018
SPEDDINGUP

2019
Gross Income 

- Nitrogen 
Cost ($/ha)

Post-emergent
07-09-18

0
21.1
42.2

Treatment

TOTAL N 
(kg/ha)

Average 
Yield (t/ha)

Average 
Protein (%)

Treatment

Nitrogen Applied (kg/ha)
TOTAL N 
(kg/ha)

Average 
Yield (t/ha)

Average 
Protein (%)

Gross Income 
- Nitrogen 

Cost ($/ha)

Table 2. Treatment regimes, results, and profitability at the Speddingup demonstration 
sites 2018 and 2019. 

rains arrived at the end of July in 2020, 
Scepter was already out in ear and any 
post-emergent applications of nitrogen 
in the ‘Playing the Season’ treatment 
would have, anecdotally, resulted in a 
jump in protein, but not yield.  

Once the costs associated with the 
respective nitrogen treatments in 2019 
were factored into the equation the ‘All 
Up Front’ treatment proved to be the 
most profitable, followed by ‘Playing the 
Season’; with a difference of $31.72/
ha, followed by ‘Usual Farmer Practice’. 
In 2020, ‘Farmer Practice’ treatment 
proved to be the most profitable, 
followed by ‘All Up Front’; with a 
difference of $22.16/ha, followed by 
‘Playing the Season’ (Table 3). 

This project has reinforced that when it 
comes to nitrogen decisions, there are 
several factors one does and should 
consider. Crop yield potential, current 
crop nutritional status and growth stage, 
rainfall to date and (dare I say) rainfall 
outlook, coupled with paddock history, 
the additional cost of nitrogen, and grain 
price, to name a few. It is no wonder 
growers and consultants do not make 
nitrogen decisions lightly. 

Although the project in the EPZ was 
‘deprived’ of waterlogging from 2018 to 
2020, our local results do demonstrate 
how managing nitrogen inputs 
effectively can maximise profitability in 
the high rainfall zone. 

Table 3. Treatment regimes, results, and profitability at the Jerdacuttup demonstration 
sites 2019 and 2020.

Seeding

30-04-19 06-06-19 27-06-19

All Up Front 45.2 54.9 0 100.1 2.877 11.7  $871.21

Farmer Practice 45.2 0 46 91.2 2.782 11.6  $824.01

Playing the season 45.2 0 0 45.2 2.595 11.1  $839.49

Seeding

28-04-20
All Upfront 100.9 100.9 4.118 10.7 $1,176.68

Farmer Practice 45.2 91.62 4.459 11.3 $1,198.84
Playing the Season 45.2 45.2 3.84 9.6 $1,080.08

TOTAL N  
(kg/ha)

Average 
Yield (t/ha)

Treatment

Nitrogen Applied (kg/ha)
Average 

Protein (%)

46.42
0

2020

2019
JERDACUTTUP

Treatment 25-06-20

0

Gross 
Income - N 
Cost ($/ha)

Post-Emergent

Nitrogen Applied (kg/ha)

Post-Emergent
TOTAL N  
(kg/ha)

Average           
Yield (t/ha)

Average 
Protein %

Gross 
Income - N 
Cost ($/ha)
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A new project is underway to look at 
the best strategies to manage Spot 
Form of Net Blotch (SFNB) in low 
rainfall regions, as previous work has 
been mainly in the medium to high 
rainfall areas. 

The project is jointly funded by the 
Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development (DPIRD) and 
the Grains Research and Development 
Corporation (GRDC).

With a rise in barley-on-barley rotations 
in the central wheatbelt along with the 
dominance of the susceptible-very 
susceptible variety Spartacus CL, SFNB 
is present nearly every year but there is 
still a lack of data to assist low rainfall 
growers in deciding when it will be 
profitable to control SFNB. This project 
will address this shortfall through a 
modest trial program, crop monitoring 
and epidemiological work. 

Previous DPIRD trials have shown that 
even when moderate levels of SFNB are 
present in spring, controlling disease 
with a foliar fungicide doesn’t necessarily 
result in an economic return (Table 1) 
and seeding fungicides carry a risk 
since they require an upfront investment. 
New barley varieties with improved 
SFNB resistance relative to Spartacus 
CL are also available, eg. Maximus CL 
(rated MSS), Beast (MS) and Laperouse 
(MRMS) which are likely to have a 
significant effect on SFNB levels in crops. 

The epidemiology of SFNB in low 
rainfall regions will be studied including 
the type, timing and number of SFNB 
spores released from barley stubble 
(the primary source of SFNB spores and 
crop disease) and how that relates to 
disease development in crops, along 
with the effect of summer rainfall on 
spore production. To complement this, 
the project will also assess the rate 
of barley stubble breakdown under 
different crops in the low rainfall zones 
and how different cultural practices 
influence this and their effectiveness in 
reducing disease pressure on crops. 

If you are in the low rainfall zone, have 
a barley-on-barley paddock and an 
interest in hosting a small in-crop trial, 
we would love to hear from you. Please 
call 0488 575 091. GRDC project 
Management of spot form of net blotch 
in the low rainfall zone of Western 
Australia (DAW2104-001RTX).

Department of
Primary Industries and
Regional Development

DPIRD-GRDC investment  
into the low rainfall region for 
barley disease control
By Andrea Hills, DPIRD Esperance

Spot form of net blotch in barley at Salmon 
Gums, with boron toxicity symptoms on leaf 
margins.

Table 1. Yield loss (%) of eight varieties and their SFNB resistance rating at Nungarin 
where growing season rainfall was 207mm in 2015 and 237mm in 2016. 

Year
Variety 2015 2016
Fathom (MR) 0 9*
Scope (MSS) 0 7ns
Compass (MS) 3ns 0
Granger (S) 0 12ns
La Trobe (S) 3ns 7*
SY Rattler (SVS) 0 17ns
Hindmarsh (SVS) 6ns 3ns
Dash (VS) 16* 14*
Av. Yield (t/ha) 3.2 2.8
Severity SFNB (% av F-1 to F-3) 22 12

AGSR = Growing season rainfall (April – November).
ns = not statistically significant at 0.05. * = statistically significant at 0.05.
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Ravensthorpe Agricultural Initiative 
Network (RAIN) growers are happy 
growers with fantastic rains and 
sunny days assisting crops to spring 
out of the ground. This feedback 
has been pretty universal across the 
membership base (Lake King, West 
River, Ravensthorpe, Hopetoun, 
Jerdacuttup).  Dams are full and most 
seeding programs were complete 
by the end of May (a result of early 
sowing and a smooth run). 

There are some weary faces! Securing 
seasonal staff was a challenge for some 
given Covid travel restrictions and 
resulted in longer work hours than usual 
for those on the job. The work doesn’t 
end with seeding, still plenty to do with 
spraying weeds and applying nitrogen. 

Mice have been extremely bad, 
particularly west of Ravensthorpe. 
Some reporting it is by far the worst 
they have ever experienced. Hopefully 
the cold change in weather will send 
them away soon. 

RAIN staff are gearing up for native 
seedlings and saltbush to be delivered 
over the coming month. Plants will be 
disseminated throughout the Shire. 
The native species are to encourage 
biodiversity in the area. Saltbush is to 
continue addressing the ongoing salinity 
creep in the region. 

Several projects are wrapping up and 
new ones are commencing in the office. 

Some natural resource management 
‘community engagement’ events will 
be delivered over coming months. 
Activities will include; sustainable small 
landholder workshops, agricultural 
extension activities, support to the 
Ravensthorpe Wildflower Show 
biodiversity guided tours, a poisonous 
plants publication and a photo 
competition promoting NRM in the 
region. This project is funded by the 
State Natural Resource Management 
program WA. 

Another project kicking off is in 
collaboration with South Coast NRM. 
The project ‘Farmers helping farmers to 
maximise soil-moisture and production 
from Australia’s most prolonged drought 

area’ will look at drought proofing local 
farms. The project is in its infancy but 
will include peer-to-peer learning, 
networking opportunities with experts, 
field days, demonstration sites and farm 
plans.  This project is funded by the 
Australian Government, Future Drought 
Fund Natural Resource Management 
Drought Resilience Program. 

RAIN continues its involvement and 
support for numerous sub-groups 
and other organisations including 
the Fitzgerald Biosphere Community 
Collective. RAIN has taken on a 
shared administration role for this 

organisation in collaboration with the 
Fitzgerald Biosphere Group (RAIN sister 
group based in Jerramungup). The 
internationally recognised Fitzgerald 
Biosphere was renominated to 
UNESCO’s Man and Biosphere Program 
(MAB) for its outstanding natural 
diversity and pristine landscapes. 
The collective is made up of a group 
of stakeholders working to develop 
opportunities and ensure compliance. 
Thanks to the Shire of Ravensthorpe for 
supporting our involvement

RAIN UPCOMING EVENTS; 

Lakes Grower Group – Winter Walk – 
July date TBC

RAIN Spring Field Day, Ravensthorpe  - 
September 14

Lakes Grower Group – September 16

To find out more about the RAIN group 
email rainoffice@westnet.com.au, phone 
98381018 or follow us on facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/Ravensthorp
eAgriculturalInitiativeNetwork

RAIN Update
By Elisa Spengler, RAIN Executive Officer

Colin Guest and his daughter Danielle busy during seeding.

Georgia Guest working with her dad Colin 
during seeding. 
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Soil Pathogen Project

The 2021 demonstration site located at 
Salmon Gums will assess four soilborne 
disease management strategies in 
wheat, with a focus on Crown Rot and 
Rhizoctonia. The treatments consist of 
a new seed-dressing versus bare seed, 
delayed sowing, and a chemical fallow. 
The 2021 strategies will be followed in 
2022 by sowing the site with a cereal 
to assess any impacts on disease 
pathogen from 2021 management. 

Integrated Weed Management (IWM) 
in Barley Grass

This project is now in its third and final 
year in Grass Patch. In 2019 the paddock 
was sown to wheat and looked at an array 
of pre-emergent herbicide treatments 
for barley grass management. In 2020, 
the Clearfield variety Spartacus was 
adopted and the treatments comprised 
of variations in seeding rate and the 
post-emergent application of Intercept 
herbicide. This year the site has been 
sown to vetch, and some treatments 

include the new pre-emergent herbicide 
Ultro compared to grower standard 
practice.  Post-emergent treatments will 
look at a rate response approach to grass 
control and implications, if any, to vetch 
biomass production. 

Optimising Profitability of High 
Rainfall Zone (HRZ) farming systems

The HRZ project is in its second year 
and has sites located in Condingup and 
Munglinup. Last season we looked at 
the effects of deep-ripping versus no 
ripping, in conjunction with spring and 
winter germplasm, and time of sowing. 
This season the two sites have been 
sown to canola and we are focusing 
on the effects of deep-ripping and 
no-ripping as well as different rates of 
applied nitrogen and phosphorus.  

Ripper Gauge 

With this project now in its fourth year, 
one new Ripper Gauge Demonstration 
site has been established at Neridup 
to evaluate different timings of post 

seeding deep ripping against a non-
ripped control and a traditional pre-
seeding rip timing. The site has been 
sown to canola this year.

Summer Cropping

This project, which is in its third year, 
has been impacted by the drier than 
average seasons experienced in 
2019 and 2020. The project aims to 
demonstrate the effect of summer 
crop species on the performance of 
the subsequent year’s winter crop and 
paddock gross margin in situations 
where winter waterlogging frequently 
occurs. One demonstration is located at 
Munglinup, the other at Beaumont.  

Munglinup Deep-Ripping 
Demonstration

This project site was established in 2020 
using a range of deep ripping machines 
with varying tyne and roller types. In-
season data will again be collected from 
each treatment strip as well as grain 
yield and quality.

2021 SNAPSHOT of  
SEPWA Demonstration Projects 
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The SEPWA variety trials are part 
of the ongoing improvement of 
grain production on the south coast 
helping to evaluate new and emerging 
varieties using farm scale trials.  
This ongoing improvement includes 
wheat, barley, and canola together 
with pulse trials including chickpea, 
lentil, lupin and field pea throughout 
the Esperance Port Zone (EPZ).  

Each year breeding and commercial 
seed companies are approached by 
SEPWA to supply new and existing 
varieties suitable in the Esperance Port 
based on parameters such as rainfall 
and soil type to maximise the value 
within the SEPWA Trials.

Locality Wheat Barley Canola PULSE

Beaumont Yupiri - WA Yupiri - WA Yupiri  WATT 
Kyarran Farming TT   

Condingup Kyarran Farming             
Warakirri Long Season

Warakirri RR 
Andrew Fowler TT              
Andrew Fowler CLF

Warakirri Lupin

Wittenoom Hills  Mt Burdett Farming Ashley Stewart Matt Jones RR Ridley Plains Lentil

Neridup Tony Meiklejohn          Shorty Morcombe Waterhatch Farms TT

Salmon Gums Manfred Barz Sam Guest

Grass Patch Dan Sanderson Ron Longbottom Bowman Farming TT G Sanderson Field Pea 
D Sanderson Chickpea

Cascade Mark Walter Tom Pingelly Cameron Ayres TT

Coomalbidgup Greg Curnow Peter Piggott  

Munglinup Kieran Barrett  

Jerdacuttup/Hopetoun Sam Foulds 
Stott Redman Long 
Season

Courtney Foulds

Ravensthorpe Peter Daw Richard Norrish  

Lake King Phil Kingsey Graham Stewart  

VARIETY TRIALS

SEPWA Variety Trials 2021
By Bill Sharp, SEPWA Trials Coordinator
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VARIETY TRIALS

Wheat Trials

In 2021 there are 11 wheat variety 
trials sown in the EPZ.  This season, 
Australian Grain Technologies (AGT) 
will be releasing a new AH wheat variety 
RAC2721; a high yielding Scepter 
cross with quick-mid maturity similar 
to Mace.  RAC2721 has many added 
agronomic advantages over Scepter, 
including a long coleoptile (similar to 
Magenta), improved powdery mildew 
resistance, and a sprouting tolerance 
similar to Mace and Scepter (based on 
AGT Germination Index data). Ample 
seed of this variety will be available 
for the 2022 season.  Other varieties 
from AGT included in current and past 
SEPWA trials include Sting, Hammer CL, 
Catapult, Denison, Cutlass and Scepter.

Valiant CL Plus (IGW4502), InterGrain’s 
new high yielding, AH - imidazolinone 
(IMI) tolerant, slow season wheat. 
Valiant CL Plus has a later maturity 
than Cutlass, and similar to Denison. 
It has a longer coleoptile which adds 
to its attractive package well suited 
to sowing from mid-April onwards.  It 
has very good stripe (RMRp) and stem 
(MRp) and leaf rust (MSSp) resistance. 
It is also MRMSp for Yellow Spot and 
CCN. Valiant CL Plus also has a good 
grain size, test weight and a tall plant 
height. Other complementary varieties 
from InterGrain include Devil, Vixen and 
Rockstar. 

LRPB 6150 and LRPB 6157 are new 
varieties from LongReach breeding 
program.  LRPB 6150 is quick maturity 

variety derived from a Corack/Mace 
cross, improved yields and has an 
excellent abiotic stress tolerance 
package for good WA environment 
adaption than both parents. LRPB 6150 
has Medium-Long coleoptile, chasing 
deep-sowing.  An identifiable better 
green cover index, over multiple sites, 
suggests robust-bold early vigour and 
improved ground cover, as a result 
likely better weed competitiveness 
and water conservation. On average 
3 per cent higher yielding than current 
variety LRPB Havoc and has a APWN 
classification for WA.  LRPB 6157 is also 
a quick maturity variety like Corack for 
possible release in 2022.  LRPB 6157 
has an AH classification for WA with a 
very robust grain package.

HYTTEC® TRIFECTA 
INCREASE YOUR WINNING MARGIN

NEW

Performance just got a new benchmark with HyTTec® Trifecta in your  
mid-maturing canola paddocks; from your expert in TT genetics.
• Unrivalled yield performance delivering strong returns
• Exceptional early vigor powering robust establishment and resilience
• Benchmark blackleg resistance – an R for extra security

• Hybrid seed benefits with the 
advantages of the TT herbicide system

• Less upfront with an  
End Point Royalty (EPR) at harvest

YOUR NEW 
BREED OF TT

We’ve packed even 
more quality ideas  

into every single seed.

HYTTEC® TRIDENT 
YOUR EARLY MATURING HYBRID TT PARTNER

• HyTTec Trident significantly outperforms similar varieties across  
a range of yield environments

• Especially strong in growing environments suited to early maturing canola
• The ideal combination of early get-up-and-go and herbicide tolerance for 

superior paddock clean-up
• Premium disease package, rated R for blackleg resistance

HYTTEC® TROPHY
YOUR MID-SEASON TT CHAMP

•  Top of the table yield performance for superior returns

•  Strong early vigour driving better establishment and resilience

•  Highly adaptable to a range of growing environments

•  Strong blackleg resistance of R for extra security

nuseed.com/au

@NuseedAustraliaDisclaimer: Nuseed and its agents shall not be liable for any direct nor consequential loss, except for liability that cannot be excluded by statute. HyTTec is a registered trademark of Nuseed Pty Ltd.

Andrew Royce
Area Sales Manager  
Southern WA
M 0427 466 916

Speak to your 
agronomist or Nuseed 
representative today.  
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Long Season Wheat Trials

There are two long season wheat trials, 
looking at early sowing of long season 
winter wheat varieties in the mid-to-high 
rainfall areas. New varieties included 
this year are from LRPB 14344 and 
LRPB 14343 which have come out of the 
Esperance breeding node and are long 
season wheats in early development.  
Other varieties include Denison, 
Cutlass, Catapult, Severn, and Illabo.  
Some sowing rates have been included 
on some varieties.

Barley Variety Trials

There are nine barley sites in 2021 with 
new varieties including from InterGrain 
Commodus CL which is a high yielding, 
quick -mid maturity imidazolinone (IMI) 
tolerant variety. Commodus CL provides 
growers in the mid-low rainfall areas 
with a weed competitive, prostrate 
plant type as it has a very vigorous 
early growth habit which is similar to 
Compass. 

Australian Grain Technologies (AGT) 
will also be releasing two new barley 
varieties, which include AGTB0200 and 
AGTB0213. AGTB0200 is a Hindmarsh 
type with a quick-mid maturity similar to 
Spartacus CL Plus, and has displayed 
excellent yield potential comparable 

to Beast and Rosalind, with stable 
adaptation to all environments where 
barley is grown in WA. AGTB0200 
also has an improved spot-form net 
blotch rating to that of Rosalind and 
Spartacus CL Plus, and a strong 
provisional scald rating for those areas 
affected by this disease.  The second 
variety, AGTB0213, is a Commander 
type suited to the medium-high rainfall 
environments where RGT Planet has 
been grown.  AGTB0213 is a mid-
maturing variety similar to Commander, 
and slower than RGT Planet.  While 
AGTB0213 is suited to those in the 
medium-high rainfall environments of 
WA, it demonstrates a robust ability to 
yield significantly better than RGT Planet 
in tougher environments and seasons.

Constantly searching for  
better field crop varieties.

agtbreeding.com.au
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Both AGTB0200 and AGTB0213 are 
undergoing malt accreditation. Seed of 
both varieties will be available for the 
2022 season.

Other varieties in barley variety trials 
include last year releases such as Beast 
(AGT), Maximus (InterGrain), Leabrook, 
Laperouse (SeedNet) and older varieties 
including Banks, Compass, Fathom, 

RGT Planet, La Trobe, Spartacus, Buff 
and Rosalind.

Canola Trials

This year in 2021 there are nine canola 
sites in the EPZ including six Triazine 
Tolerant sites, two Roundup Ready 
sites and one Clearfield canola trial. 
This year there were delays in getting 

some varieties here in time for sowing 
especially hybrid varieties.  Varieties 
included in the 2021 SEPWA variety 
trials are listed below × herbicide traits. 

VARIETY TRIALS

TRIAZINE TRIAZINE
Company Variety Company Variety
NuSeed HyTTec Trophy SeedForce SF Ignite TT
NuSeed HyTTec Trident SeedForce SF Spark TT 
NuSeed HyTTec Trifecta Pacific Hyola 550TT
BASF InVigor T 4510- TT Pacific Hyola Enforcer TT
SeedForce SFL65-028 TT NuSeed ATR TM Stingray
SeedForce SF Turbine TT NuSeed ATR TM Bonito

Pacific Seeds committed  
to supporting WA growers' success
When it comes to wheat and canola, 
Pacific Seeds has the high-performing 
varieties that Western Australian growers 
love. 

Seed tested to local conditions

The Pacific Seeds technology 
development program works with 
growers, businesses, and institutions in 
Australia to continually trial and evaluate 
advances in crop management, ag-tech 
and agronomy.

Each year, dozens of trials are 
conducted across the cropping regions 
of Australia including Western Australia, 
testing existing commercial varieties and 
advanced experimental lines to provide 
insights into product performance under 
different environments and cropping 
scenarios. 

The results are then gathered and using 
biometric analysis are compared and 
standardised by region and environment, 

providing confidence in how existing 
and new varieties will perform across 
Western Australia environments.

The highest quality and seed 
performance

Farmers can have confidence in the 
reliability and yield performance knowing 
that each seed lot has undergone 
multiple tests for key factors such as 
seed vigour, germination and physical 
purity before being released for sale 
meeting the highest quality industry 
benchmarks. 

In 2020, NSW farmer Peter Brooks set a 
new Australian canola yield record, and 
narrowly missed a new world record, 
with Hyola 970CL yielding 7.16t/ha 
beating the previous record of 6.17t/ha 
set in 2017 (also Hyola 970CL). In 2021, 
Western Australian canola growers 
will also have access to new hybrids 
and technology in Hyola 410XX, Hyola 
540XC and Enforcer CT. On the wheat 

front, varieties such as Havoc continue 
to deliver competitive performance and 
excellent grain packages across the 
state.

Ongoing support and local advice

Real paddock experience, local 
knowledge and partnerships with 
industry experts, enable Pacific Seeds to 
provide real-world solutions to growers 
and industry. These solutions are 
provided freely to growers and industry 
through Pacific Seeds agronomy 
publications, field days, industry events 
and farm visits.

Talk to your local Pacific Seeds Territory 
Manager or visit the www.pacificseeds.
com.au for more information.Steve 
Lamb, TM Central and Northern WA,  
Ph: 0429 619 103

Dan McGrath, TM Southern WA, Ph: 
0448 014 892
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Pulse Trials

SEPWA this year has conducted four 
pulse variety trials in the EPZ including 
one lentil, one chickpea, one field pea 
and one lupin trial due to lack of new 
varieties available.  

The lentil trial includes PBA Kelpie XT, 
a new mid-maturing large seeded red 
lentil with similar agronomic features 
to PBA Jumbo2 and with tolerance 
to Imadazolione herbicide. It also 
includes PBA Highland XT, an early-
mid maturing red lentil variety which 
is tolerant to applied imazamox and 
imazapyr according to APVMA permit 

number PER87417*, improved tolerance 
to applied flumetsulam* and tolerance 
to residual levels of sulfonylurea and 
imidazolinone herbicide* (*note that 
permits, product label rates, plant back 
periods and all label directions for use 
must be adhered to). Also included in 
the trials are the red lentil varieties PBA 
Bolt and PBA Hallmark XT.

The right canola  
hybrid for your area.
Backed by local experience.

NEW

1800 PIONEER    pioneerseeds.com.au
Pioneer® brand products are provided subject to the terms and conditions of purchase which are part of the labelling documents. ®, TM, SM Trademarks and service 

can be reproduced without prior written consent from GenTech Seeds Pty Ltd. 

Peter Bostock 
Territory Sales Manager 

Southern WA
Mobile: 0427 549 826

Pioneer® brand canola hybrids o�er early growth, crop competition, performance 
and profitability. Contact your local Territory Sales Manager or Farm Services 
Consultant to choose the canola hybrid that best suits your program.

NEW

ROUNDUP - READY ROUNDUP - READY CLEARFIELD
Company Variety Company Variety Company Variety
Pioneer 43Y29 RR Pacific Hyola 410 XX Pioneer 43Y92
Pioneer 44Y27 RR Pacific Hyola 540 XC Pioneer 44Y95
Pioneer 45Y28 RR NuSeed Xseed Raptor Pioneer 45Y93
BASF InVigor R3520P- RR NuSeed Xseed Condor Pioneer 45Y93
BASF InVigor R 5520P- RR   Pacific Hyola Equinox CL
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The new chickpea variety CBA Captain 
is again included in the chickpea trial 
and is an erect desi type with broad 
adaptation. In other WA environments, 
it has a medium plant height with good 
height to the lowest pod and moderate 
lodging resistance providing excellent 
harvestability. Other varieties include 
Amber and PBA, an early flowering 
“desi” type of chickpea, and the kabuli 
variety Genesis 090, which has slightly 
larger seed than the “desi” types and 
a medium plant height, with moderate 
resistance to lodging. 

In the field pea variety trial there are the 
new varieties GIA Kastar, OPZ 1408, 
OZP1901 and OZP1903.   GIA Kastar is 
a mid-flowering Kaspa type with erect 
growth habit with semi-leafless plant 

type.  GIA Kastar is the first ‘Kaspa’ type 
field pea featuring improved herbicide 
tolerance; improved tolerance to post-
emergent imazamox (i.e., Raptor®), 
improved tolerance to post-emergent 
imazethapyr (i.e., Spinnaker®).

Also included in this trial is OPZ 1408 
(yet to be released) which has been 
bred by Pulse Breeding Australia and 
is a mid-season maturity and flowering 
Kaspa type. OPZ 1408 is a semi-
leafless plant type with erect habit 
and very good vigour and is a virus 
resistant variety. OZP1901 is a semi 
leafless semi dwarf kaspa plant type, 
with early flowering and early maturity 
which makes it a good fit for short and 
stressed environments and is a Kaspa 
seed type with non-shattering pod. 

OZP1903 is a semi leafless semi dwarf 
with Kaspa plant type, mid flowering, 
and mid maturity. OZP1903 is resistant 
to viruses (pea seed borne mosaic 
virus and bean leaf roll virus), downy 
mildew and powdery mildew, tolerant to 
boron toxicity. Good yield potential and 
wide adaptation with kaspa seed type 
and non-shattering pod.  Other field 
pea varieties include PBA Butler, PBA 
Wharton, and PBA Gunyah.  

The lupin variety trial includes the 
recently released variety Coyote, a new 
lupin with similar maturity to Jurien, 
slightly later than Mandelup and is a 
higher yielding alternative to Jurien and 
Mandelup. Coyote is metribuzin tolerant 
like Mandelup.  

intergrain.com

THE NEXT GENERATION, 

IMI GLADIATOR!THE NEXT GENERATION,      

IMI GLADIATOR!

maximus CLMAXIMUS CL
POTENTIAL MALT

Disclaimer: Refer to intergrain.com/disclaimer.aspx for more information.

QUICK-MID  
MATURITY

GOOD NET 
FORM NET 

BLOTCH  
RESISTANCE 

HIGH YIELD 
AND YIELD 
STABILITY

IMPROVED 
SPOT FORM 
NET BLOTCH 
RESISTANCE 

EXCELLENT 
GRAIN SIZE

MAXIMUSP CL is available through your local 
reseller or InterGrain Seedclub member. 

For more information please contact Georgia Trainor (WA Territory Manager - South)
        0439 093 166           gtrainor@intergrain.com

VARIETY TRIALS
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The trials program is based on near 
neighbour design farm scale trial plots 
comparing varieties to the farmer 
control variety.  At harvest, all varieties 
are statistically analysed for yield and 
quality testing is performed including 
protein, moisture, screenings, hectolitre 
weight, colour in barley, and oil 
percentage in canola, falling numbers, 
gluten and starch in wheat.  Results 
at harvest can be seen on the SEPWA 
webpage. 

For further information about the SEPWA 
trials visit www.sepwa.org.au or contact 
SEPWA Trials Co-ordinator Bill Sharp on 
0428 711375.

Meet the 
new family 
favourites

Seed Force’s family of hybrid canola TTs are now available as EPRs

seedforce.com.au 

To order your hybrid Canola TT EPR 
varieties contact your Seed Force 
Seedsmith or local reseller today.

•  SF Turbine TT
•  SF Ignite TT

•  SF Spark TT
•  SF Dynatron 
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With cropping conditions currently 
leading many to rely on paraquat 
products, it’s a good time to 
remember the importance of 
sustainably using one of the key 
actives in the crop protection toolbox 
to manage weeds. 

Paraquat was researched and 
developed by Syngenta legacy 
company, ICI, many decades ago and 
Syngenta first introduced the Group 
L Herbicide, GRAMOXONE®, to 
Australian growers more than 50 years 
ago. An extremely soluble product in 
water, it acts in the chloroplasts of green 
plants and controls weeds faster than 
any other herbicide. Its unique mode 
of action, control of many pervasive 
and difficult weed species, and the 
speed that it becomes inactive in soil 
makes paraquat a crucial component of 
integrated weed control systems. 

In addition to the benefits for farmers, 
paraquat helps reduce soil erosion, 
leads to enhanced biodiversity, protects 
soil health and helps reduce the effects 
of climate change.

While Syngenta is now just one of 
377 companies worldwide that has 
registered paraquat for sale, we have 
invested hundreds of millions of dollars 
over the product lifetime to ensure its 
safety when used according to the 
label directions.  Locally we also invest 
in providing best practice training and 
resources, R&D into new technology 
and solutions and scientific defense to 
maintain farmer access to crucial crop 
protection products. 

Syngenta’s GRAMOXONE® 360 was 
specifically developed to reduce 
application rates and provide the 
convenience of handling less product. It 
also adds flexibility to tailor the adjuvant 
to suit specific needs and conditions.

Syngenta has been at the leading edge 
when it comes to industry efforts to drive 
continuous improvement in the safety of 
the products that we offer. 

It’s important to remember that paraquat 
products are Schedule 7 poisons 
and, like all pesticides, must be used 
carefully. We must always be aware 
of the risks involved in applying crop 
protection products.

There are five golden rules for safe use 
of paraquat. 

1.	 Exercise caution at all times

a.	 keep children and animals 
away from spraying sites and 
operations

b.	 store product and application 
equipment safely and in 
accordance to state legislated 
requirements

c.	 never put paraquat in a container 
that is not designed for pesticide 
use

d.	 assess weather conditions 
(wind speed and direction, 
temperature) to avoid drift

e.	 dispose of waste product 
and packaging materials 
properly (Schutz for IBCs and 
DrumMuster for other packaging 
sizes)

2.	 Read and understand the product 
label

3.	 Wash after spraying

4.	 Maintain sprayer

5.	 Use personal protective clothing and 
equipment. 

With Syngenta’s stewardship measures 
in place, our continued commitment to 
improving the safety of our products 
and using paraquat products safely on 
farm and preventing accidents, we all 
contribute to ensuring paraquat products 
remain one of the most useful crop 
protection tools in a grower’s toolbox. 

To view a short video on the correct 
stewardship of GRAMOXONE, visit the 
Syngenta ANZ YouTube channel:  
youtu.be/ixMukND79Uo 

Sustainable use of 
paraquat products: A 
Syngenta perspective

Syngenta’s stewardship of 
paraquat products in Australia

•	 All Syngenta paraquat products 
in Australia and around the world 
contain the minimum emetic level 
mandated by the FAO/WHO or 
higher depending on the product 
formulation.

•	 A foul odour and blue coloured 
dye are added to make the 
product repulsive to ingest. 

•	 In Australia paraquat is not 
available to the general public 
for use in home gardens and is 
only available in large containers 
sold through licensed agricultural 
pesticide distributors. 

•	 Strict warnings against 
transference of the product to 
small containers. 

•	 Largescale Australian agriculture 
also typically employs closed 
transfer systems, preventing 
accidental spills, the mixing or 
pouring the pesticide into other 
containers or other actions that 
could lead to paraquat exposure. 

•	 Poisons test kits to help 
healthcare workers identify 
the level of Paraquat exposure 
are made available to hospital 
pharmacies for free around 
Australia. 

•	 A 24/7 emergency hotline 
is available on all Syngenta 
products 

Latrobe barley by Tim Starcevich, Salmon 
Gums.
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Australia is looking at another 
near-record winter crop planting 
this season – in the vicinity of 22.93 
million hectares – on the back of 
excellent prices and good seasonal 
conditions.

This is our season opening forecast 
detailed in our recently released Winter 
Crop Outlook, which is for total planted 
area to be up two per cent on last 
year and just shy of the record-high 
plantings in 2016/17.  

In WA, winter crop plantings are 
expected to also be up by around two 
per cent, year-on-year, to 8.49 million 
hectares. Near-record canola prices 
have seen a switch from barley and 
oats to canola, with canola plantings 
forecast to be up by 19 per cent on 
last year to nearly 1.4 million hectares. 
There has also been a noticeable 
move from non-GM to GM canola as 
the premium for non-GM has declined 
considerably.

Similarly, WA growers have also 
switched from malt barley to feed 
barley – with a switch of between 
10 to 15 per cent. This is within the 
context of the forecast four per cent 
decline in area planted to barley to 1.5 
million hectares. With less malt barley 
being planted and world malt demand 
recovering, we see the premium for 
malt barley over feed barley increasing 
this season from its lows.

Across the country, Australia is on 
track to deliver an above-average 
winter grain crop in 2021/22, with an 
estimated total wheat harvest of 28.9 
million tonnes, barley of 10 million 
tonnes and canola of 4.1 million tonnes. 

In terms of the price outlook, global 
prices for most grains and oilseeds 
are expected to remain elevated over 
the next 12 months on the back of 
strong demand, tight stocks and poor 
seasonal conditions in many of the 
world’s grain-growing regions. 

For wheat, Rabobank sees CBOT wheat 
trading in the US650c/bu range out to 
Q1 2022 before gaining marginally in 
the following quarter – supported by a 
number of factors, including declining 
global corn stocks.

That said, a stronger Australian dollar 
and good local supply is expected to 
see local wheat track prices remain 
around $300/tonne in the coming 12 
months, before potentially increasing a 
little in Q2 2022.

A tight global corn market will also 
provide some support for barley in the 
coming year. Australian feed barley 
track prices are forecast to trade at 
around $250/tonne throughout the year, 
with some softening anticipated in Q3 
2021 with stock sell-offs, the approach 
of the new Australian crop and the 
expectation of no barley exports into 
China in 2021 or 2022.

Meanwhile global canola stocks are on 
track to end the 2021/22 year at a five-
year low, and this should see Australian 
canola prices remain elevated. 
However, expanded planting will 
support higher production in 2021/22 
and see local prices lag behind global 
prices.

To find out more about other Rabobank 
research, contact Rabobank Esperance 
on 08 9076 4200 or subscribe to 
RaboResearch Food & Agribusiness 
Australia & New Zealand on your 
podcast app.

‘Future fields of  
gold’ – Australia’s 
winter crop planting 
rises again
By Cheryl Kalisch Gordon, Rabobank senior grains & oilseeds analyst 

Bonito canola at Salmon Gums.  
Photo by Tim Starcevich.
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you - share your views and 
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SEPWA

Calendar of Events 2021
Date Host Event

June 22 CSIRO, UWA, AHRI, GRDC, SEPWA Herbicide Resistance Workshop
June 25 GGA, CBH Governance Workshop
July 21 SEPWA Kickstarting A Succession Conversation
Aug 2-3 AFREN, GRDC Fungicide Resistance Workshops
Aug 6 GRDC, GIWA GRDC Crop Updates
Aug 9 FAR, F&G, SEPWA Munglinup High Rainfall Field Walk
Aug 11 SEPWA Ladies Day
Aug 17-19  WeedSmart WeedSmart Week
Sept 2 SEPWA Grass Patch Field Day
Sept 9 GRDC, DPIRD, FAR Field Day – Increasing Cereal & Canola Yields
Sept 10 WAFF WAFF Event 
Sept 14 RAIN Ravensthorpe Spring Field Walk
Sept 16 Lakes Grower Group Lake King Spring Field Day
Sept 16 NMFIG North Mallee Field Walk

 

Dates for a number of the SEPWA Spring Field Walks, including a Youth in Ag Field Walk, are still to be set. Details of all SEPWA 
events can be found on SEPWA’s website and on the SEPWA, EFOM and YAG Facebook pages closer to event dates.


