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PRESIDENT'S HARVEST REVIEW

AGM REPORT

This is my third year as SEPWA President and it

has been a privilege to lead SEPWA over this time. |
would like to acknowledge the efforts of the Executive
Committee and the Sub-committees. We are fortunate
to have such great people volunteer their time for the
benefit of our port zone and the agricultural industry.

| would like to acknowledge the Executives that are
stepping down this year: Greg Curnow and Luke Marquis
(read more in an article this edition).

On behalf of the board, | would like to thank the staff and
contractors for their efforts and professionalism and always
having the best interests of SEPWA at heart. It is good to

have such good people to work with, also a special thanks This year, well-known and popular

to Michelle Handley taking on the EO role and doing a . GRDC & weatherman Neil Bennett V\_/asvthe

great job, after Niki Curtis departed last year to take up a Neridup Host Growers keynote speaker, and he didn't

role as CEO of Grower Group Alliance (GGA). disappoint, dishing up an amusing talk
about the weather and taking questions

Thank you to all who hosted SEPWA trials during the year, from the audience. He announced his

it is much appreciated that you volunteer your time and Beaumont GRDC & Host retirement the same day, so SEPWA

machinery to do these trials at very busy times of the year. Cascade/Munglinup Growers was lucky to have someéne of his

With your support and participation, we are able to conduct calibre speak to local farmers before

the trials every year, gaining better knowledge for future he finished up with the Bureau of

decisions. Salmon Gums GRDC, FarmLink & Meteorology.

Host Grower

| would like to thank all our members and sponsors as Other speakers included Kondinin

without 3;o|ur supportt_we V\Aould n_otI be atk_JIe tto run sl,uch a Group’s Ben White and Farmanco’s
successful organisation. A special mention to our long- . Ben Curtis on purchasing machinery;
term major sponsors, Summit Fertilizers, Rabobank, CBH, Munglinup CIRDO & I Clorey Latham farmer Dylan Hirsch about how
Syngenta and Farm and General. Condingup GRDC & Host Grower his family farm is adapting to a changing
2020 has turned out be another very challenging year, to 8:9?43:; in the nor,{/rlmem vvhe,\jtbslg and
name a few challenges: sperance viahager Viick Law on
c Ibid SEPWA & Host how CBH is planning for future demand
e Coronavirus has brought about many changes to Comaibiagu Grower in the Esperance zone.
day-to-day life, the major change for SEPWA to date SEPWA & ) )
is about how we communicate and participate in Coomalbidgup Host Grower Loga(laagrovrslomlsts(llz_uke l\/la(;q(;ns (SE{)AS)
meetings and Greg Warren (Farm and Genera
- ' - . _— SEPWA & Host spoke about agronomic changes driving
. Coptmumg trade tensions and restrictions with the ondingup Grower water use efficiency gains, and how
Chinese markets farms have become more professional
e The weather — most farmers in the port zone had a SEPWA & H workplaces over the years.
good season in the end, but some farmers experienced Munglinup Grower ost In this changed Covid-19 world,
another tough year. Rabobank successfully brought their
I'm looking forward to the challenges and a successful speaker to the audience via video link.
2021 for SEPWA and our members. GRDC, DPIRD & Host Their Head of Sustainable Business
Grass Patch G Development, Lachlan Monsbourgh, ,
rower . 1. Rabobank Esperance’s Lucy Burrows,
Sque abOEJt net emissions and DPIRD’s Emma Pearse and Farm and
Dan Sanderson agriculture’s place in this. General’s Monica Field caught up at the
SEPWA President Harvest Review.

The audience also got a chance to
hear from Simon Stead, Esperance
farmer and CBH Chairman, during the
sundowner.

2. Esperance farmers Ash Stewart and Dan
Hart.

3. Farmer Ron Longbottom, DPIRD’s Mark
Seymour and farmer Kim Jones.

4. Matt Renn from Esperance Rural Services
chatted with SEPWA Youth in Ag Presi-
dent Brett South at the Harvest Review.

5. Lyndon Mickel, Market Ag’s Peter Rees,
Farmanco’s Mae Connolly and CBH’s
Brianna Peake met during the afternoon

# = tea break.

= ¥ 6. South Regional TAFE Ag Lecturer Emily

J.. - i"' "_' McDonald and farmer Elaine Egan.
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HARVEST REVIEW

Adapting to a changing climate

in the northern Wheatbelt

By Dylan Hirsch, Hirsch Farming, Latham and guest speaker at SEPWA’s

Harvest Review

As we review another harvest at
Latham in the northern wheatbelt,
the plans to make 2021 and the
next decade more productive
and profitable are centred on a
common theme, adaptability. The
climate is changing (as it has
always done), however the recent
reduction in autumn rainfall is a
new challenge and something we
can ignore at our peril.

Dylan Hirsch was a guest speaker at the
SEPWA Harvest Review, and he travelled to
town with his partner Kirra Thompson and
their daughter Darcy Hirsch.

Seeding used to be a simple plan.
The variability was if we got a
knockdown on everything or only
part of the program. Nowadays
we need to be prepared for an
early break with enough inputs
and hybrid canola seed for up to
half the program, but also have
the financial capacity to put it

into chemical fallow if there is

no rain by the end of June. Like
every other advancement in our
profitability (soil amelioration,
bigger machinery, land expansion)
it requires capital and confidence.

As a family business it’'s important
to be on the same page when
we’re making major decisions
about the season. Chemical fallow
is great but it doesn’t pay this
year’s lease or repayment bill.

This is where weather derivatives
come in. Just like grain marketing
swaps, hedging our rainfall gives
us all greater certainty when we're
making these decisions at budget
time or in the middle of May. Every
insurance or financial product has
an inherent cost, but if we can run a
more agile cropping enterprise and
be overall more profitable then it's
worthwhile.
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The most significant change in recent times is a reduction in germinating rainfall.

However summer rainfall is increasing.
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WA'’s weather patterns

WA Bureau of Meteorology’s Neil Bennett
was keynote speaker at this year’s Harvest
Review. Here he outlines more about how
weather patterns affect farming.

Its probably no
exaggeration to
state that one of
the most critical
elements in a
farmer’s planning
is what will the
weather be like this
season.

With a little bit of understanding of why the
weather happens the way it does, it is possible
to gain a better understanding as to why things
happen, which can lead to better use of the
forecasts and improved decision-making on the
farm.

In very broad terms, WA has a wet season
and a dry season; the southern half has its wet
season from May through to October, and the
northern half from November through to April.

The reasons for this are due to the global
circulation pattern which drives basic weather
patterns across the planet. This global
circulation pattern is, in turn, driven by a
temperature difference between the poles and
the equator.

This temperature difference leads to WA being
influenced by cold fronts in the winter and tropical
systems in the summer.

Superimposed on the top of this global pattern
are climate drivers, which are planetary scale
circulations driven by changes in ocean
temperatures and they give rise to, for example,
El Ninos, La Ninas and Indian Ocean dipoles.
These broad scale climate phenomena are
known to have large influences over Australia’s
rainfall and temperature patterns at certain
times of year.

The impacts of these circulations are now
being modified by changes in our climate
which are being driven by rising temperatures
due to increases in greenhouse gases.

The biggest impact in southern WA has been
the decrease of rainfall during the growing
season, with climate models indicating no
change to this drying trend in the future.

More information about the State of Australia’s
Climate can be found here.

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/current/annual/
aus/
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Get a plan in place for machinery purchases

Farmanco Management Consultant
Ben Curtis opened the Harvest
Review by speaking about how

to get the balance right when
purchasing machinery. Here he
outlines what he explained to the
crowd during his presentation.

With tax incentives and the 100 per cent
depreciation of new machinery, there

is currently quite a lot of pressure for
people contemplating new purchases.

It is important before you make a
purchase that you have a plan in place
and the information available to help you
decide if it fits with this plan.

100 per cent tax write off does not
make a poor machinery purchase
choice a good one. The tax incentives
are certainly worth talking about with
your accountant as it might help with
some strategic tax management.
However, there are other implications
to consider especially if you are
planning to turn that machinery over
in a few years. Where the machine still
has some value when sold, this will be
regarded as a capital gain and you'll
be potentially taxed on this. So, this
needs to be thought about.

There are a lot of ratios to think about
to decide if you are overcapitalised
on machinery. | want to really mention
the concept of the CPML ratio which
is an all encompassing ratio that
thinks of the complete cost of running
machinery to help you deliver your
cropping income.

If you add up all these costs, which
include your time, depreciation, wages,
fuel, repairs and contract costs, then
the aim is that these are no greater
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than 30 per cent of total turnover.

This is perhaps the best way to judge
whether you are being efficient with your
machinery purchase and utilisation, as

it disregards the age of the machinery
and just thinks of the total cost.

If you have a new machine with low
repairs or an old machine with higher
repairs maybe the total costs you have
are exactly the same. However, if you
have an old machine with low repairs
then perhaps the depreciation is low,
as well as the repairs, and you might
be in a better position.

| have attached a table showing the
true cost of owning a Boomspray which
helps you think through all the costs of
running that machine. It contemplates
the utilisation, the depreciation, repairs
and wages and fuel, and brings it back
to a cost per hectare, which is the

true way you should consider what a
machine is costing you.

By doing this you can compare old
machinery easily with new machinery,
or two different types of machines,

to work out which is the better value
for you and it is a relatively simple
process.

Equally, if you run machinery more
efficiently then the total true cost to
you may be lower. In the example |
have taken an SP and calculated the
cost per hectare. Simply by using

a batching machine and improving
the efficiency of engine hours per
sprayed hectare you can reduce the
cost from $6.30/t to $5.30/t. Similarly,
in the example if you were to just go
to a wider boom then you might get
the cost down to the same level and
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CPML
Management

Allowmnce

Machinery
Allowrance

8%

Fuel and 08l
16%

5P Cost per hectare [sma
Marmal Setup 563
Batching Plant 553
Wider Boom 3
‘Wider Boom Batching Plant 542
Wider Boom Batching Plant Lower Fuel, Sectional Control

equally if you went to a wider boom
and ran it more efficiently, it could
come down again.

The story here is using your machinery
more efficiently will save you money
and in this example it is two-thirds the
price of the first example.

There are a range of machinery choices
you may make that will help to improve
your CPML ratio. However, using the
rule of thumb ‘will this machine make
me or save me money compared to the
investment’ will take you a long way in
making the right choices.

Thinking strategically about the next
purchase, how it fits in with the overall
plan, and understanding the numbers of
these machines will help you make the
correct decisions in the correct order.

Farmanco’s Ben Curtis presented at the
Harvest Review.
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Greg Curnow is stepping down from the
SEPWA Executive.
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Cascade farmer Greg Curnow is
stepping down from the Executive
Committee after serving SEPWA and
the agricultural industry for well over
a decade. During this time, Greg

has been heavily involved in many
aspects of the organisation, ensuring
the continued success and future
direction of SEPWA. Greg has served
as the SEPWA board’s President, Vice
President and Treasurer, as well as
being involved with various SEPWA
sub-committees. Greg will take on a
new role as Chair of the R&D sub-
committee formerly known as the Trials
committee.

Agronomy consultant and researcher
Luke Marquis is also departing the
Executive Committee after serving for
a period of six years. It works very well
having industry people on the board;
interaction with other grower board
members leads to better informed
decisions for the good of SEPWA and
the agricultural industry in general.
Luke has been a great contributor to
the organisation and has participated
as Chair of the Trials sub-committee
as well as serving on other sub-
committees.

Given board roles with SEPWA are
voluntary, both Greg and Luke are to
be commended and congratulated on
their valuable efforts for the good of
agriculture in the South East Port Zone
and the wider agricultural community.

DIAMOND SPONSORS
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It has been a pleasure and a privilege
to work with such proactive and
community mined people.

Agronomist Ben Curtis is a SEPWA
life member. He was involved with the
formation of SEPWA back in 1993 and
spent many years on the executive
committee, so it’s fitting that he re-
joins the board in 2021. Ben moved to
Esperance in the early 90s when he
accepted a position with the then-
Department of Agriculture as a wheat
development officer. He has spent
several years as a farm management
consultant with Farmanco and has
clients throughout the port zone,
working to assist growers to improve
profitability and manage risk.

Tom Edwards joins the SEPWA board
for the first time. He works as a soils
research officer with the Department
of Primary Industries and Regional
Development in Esperance, currently
focussing on developing strategies to
improve soils constrained by subsoil
compaction, water repellence, acidity
and poor nutrient and water holding
capacity.

Tom began his research career on
Christmas Island, with work including
regenerative soil projects using
legume crops. Tom came to the
Esperance region while working on
wheatbelt research projects and field
trials with the Centre for Rhizobium
Studies at Murdoch University. When
an Esperance-based soil research
officer position came up in 2016, he
jumped at the chance. Tom is now
also juggling a PHD examining the
behaviour of soil-applied herbicides
following soil inversion and deep
mixing, with field trials underway in
Esperance.

farm: ofs EZWEEKLY syngenta.
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Three shining lights in the future of
agriculture have been recognised
with a trio of scholarships to benefit
their ongoing pursuits.

Joe Fitzpatrick has been awarded
the $3500 Rob Ashman Memorial
scholarship, Thomas Knight has
earned the $3000 Farm and General
Scholarship and Matt Rogers is

the recipient of the $2000 SEPWA
scholarship.

All three are university students from

the Esperance Port Zone, and each will
do a week of work experience as part

of their scholarships. It's hoped this,
teamed with the financial assistance, will
ensure an expanding of the students’
agricultural networks, a learning of new
skills and a growing of passion for the
ag sector’s productive longevity.

The annually awarded scholarships
have a dual purpose. One is to support
the ag industry in retaining and
progressing skilled individuals, while
the other is to raise awareness of a
persistent issue: depression in rural

SILVER SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS

Australia. As many readers would know,
local farm manager Rob Ashman battled
the black dog before taking his own life
in 2015. One of the properties he looked
after is now owned by Viridis Ag, which
has funded the main scholarship in
Rob’s memory.

Recipient Joe Fitzpatrick is currently
studying agribusiness at Curtin
University. The 19-year-old, who

grew up on a 20 hectare rural lifestyle
block, foresees a future in agronomy
focusing on increasing crop yields while
minimising environmental impact. He
says the challenges of 2020, including
studying online from home as Covid-19
shut the world down and balancing

uni with part-time work, boosted his
awareness of his own mental health as
well as how to support others, and he
aims to call on that as his ag career
progresses.

Farm and General Scholarship winner
Thomas Knight is embarking on his first
year studying agribusiness at Curtin
University in 2021. The Esperance

Scholarship winners Thomas Knight, Joe Fitzpatrick and Matt Rogers.
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teenager has been excited about
farming since he was a youngster; his
parents run cattle at Myrup and crop
a small farm near Scaddan, and his
father also works as a local agronomist.
Thomas became one of the first two
students at Esperance School Farm to
complete a Certificate Il in Agriculture
while studying for his ATAR. His
hardworking attitude, pleasant manner
and wide capabilities were recognised
by the school.

SEPWA Scholarship recipient, Matt
Rogers is doing his agricultural science
degree at the University of Western
Australia. He had a topsy-turvy 2020,
having his studies interrupted by
Covid-19 and glandular fever. Even so,
he managed to undertake agronomy
work experience, a broadacre farming
job and harvest work, with employers
recognising his excellent work ethic.
Post-university, he hopes to return

to Esperance to work as a qualified
agronomist focussing on profitability
and sustainability in the cropping
sector.
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LOCALS
HELPING
LOCALS
BECOME
FIRST-TIME
FARM HANDS

The Covid-19 pandemic in 2020
created a massive hole in the
labour force usually available to
farming and regional businesses.

In WA, some 7000 seasonal jobs
need to be filled in agriculture
each spring and summer, but with
backpacker numbers dropping to
less than half the usual amount,
itinerant workers were thin on the
ground. The solution? Numerous
efforts to encourage locals to

put their hands up and fill the
gaps. The state government
launched the Work and Wander
out Yonder campaign, followed
up with a $3million financial
support scheme that covered
accommodation and travel costs
for those in agriculture, tourism
and hospitality. Meanwhile, the
Esperance Chamber of Commerce
and Industry created the free,
Locals Employing Locals job site,
as well as the post-harvest 6450
Job Connection campaign, in
conjunction with the Esperance
Shire and the Goldfields
Esperance Development
Commission, to connect
employers to job seekers.

Locals took up the challenge,
taking time off work without pay,
using holidays and negotiating
alternative work plans with regular
employers to assist on farms.

As farmers begin to look at filling
positions for seeding, we speak to
a couple of first-time farm hands,
and two farmers, about coming
together to get the job done.

CHRIS OVERSBY

Regular job
Manager of the fertiliser shed at Nutrien
Ag Solutions

Worked for farmer
Nigel Thomas

Why work on-farm?

Nige and | have been mates since we
were teenagers, we're both in our mid-
50s now. We were having a beer back
in May, when Covid was in full swing
and Nige was saying he was going to
struggle to get travelling workers to come
and do harvest for him. Given harvest is
the off-season for fertiliser, | decided to
talk to my boss about taking some time
off without pay and give him a hand.
Nutrien understood how much farmers
needed local help and made it possible.

Role/s?

Chaser bin driver, assisting with repairs
and maintenance, moving machinery
and silos between farm blocks.

How different was it to your everyday
job?

| was 15 years old the last time | worked
on a farm. Since then, I've had a myriad
of other jobs from boiler making to
running bottle shops to managing the
Esperance swimming pool and now
working in the fertiliser industry. When
we were younger, Nige and | used to
play footy together in Perth and when
we went back to Esperance, | was going
to work on the farm with him. It didn’t
end up working out, so it was quite

Esperance local Chris Oversby jumped at the
chance to help out during harvest when the
COVID-19 pandemic created a severe shortage
of seasonal workers.

reasonably long hours puffs you out, but
it's exciting and new.

Would you do it again?

Yes. I'll certainly be pitching it to my
boss as something I'd like to do on a
regular basis. Harvest is often a slower
time for the fertiliser game, so here’s
hoping it's possible.

NIGEL THOMAS

Farms: 4000 hectares of wheat, barley,

canola, peas, beans and vetches at
Scaddan, 70km north of Esperance

train them and they want to do the job.

It was challenging though; we had a
few feisty moments on the two-way
when things didn’t go to plan. The
locals all had their own skill sets, just not
necessarily in farming.

Is it useful to have non-farm workers
see what farm life is really like?

It is. Sometimes non-farming friends see
us in town on a Wednesday having a
cup of tea, so it looks cruisy but it's just
because we’re getting some supplies.
Now they have a better understanding
of what we do.

Would you do it again?
Yes, we are for seeding! Three of the
guys are coming back, which is great.

JOSEPH BEZUIDENHOUT

Regular job
Design and technology teacher at
Esperance Senior High School

Worked for farmer
David Cox

Why work on-farm?

| was due for some long service leave
and a lot of my friends in Esperance are
farmers, so when we hang out, | had
always wanted to be able to join in their
conversations and know what it’s all
about. I'm very interested in farming.

Role/s?
Chaser bin driver and general farm
hand.

wo

Fortunately, Dave was very patient. | was
fascinated by the big machinery and

all the processes, so | was constantly
asking questions about their operation
and maintenance. | wanted to learn as
much as | could, but at one point | was
told to hold off on the questions and

just observe! | learned how to change
wheel bearings, how to lubricate chains,
how to clean air filters and what all the
buttons mean on the tractor. When it was
less busy, | was allowed to sit on the
harvesters and the employees taught
me what they do. It's mesmerising sitting
there, looking through the window at the
crop feeding in and the grain coming out
the other side.

Did it matter that you weren’t an
expert?

| don't think it did. | was given quite a lot
of grace, but | think | learned quickly.
Everyone had a lot of information to
share and that helped me pick up the
skills.

Did the experience feel like an
adventure?

Definitely. For someone doing that for
years, it can feel long, but | never got
bored or restless, there was always
something new to learn. Even sitting
in the bin queue, I'd look at the tractor
manual to familiarise myself with all the
functions. | was happy to work long
hours because it was so different and
exciting.

Would you do it again?

Why take on a local as a farm hand?
We’d usually use backpacker or
itinerant staff to fill seasonal positions,
but they weren'’t there. There was a bit
of media coverage about the shortage
and we had a couple of local guys
apply.

What would it have meant if you
couldn’t source local labour?

It would’ve put a lot more pressure on
our other staff. They would've had to
do longer hours and burn out would’ve
been a risk.

Did it matter that your local wasn’t
necessarily skilled in farm work?

Not really, no. Ideally, we look for skilled
staff, but there’s such a shortage. Every
year we'd train 2-3 people who might've
had very little experience in that
position. Most farmers do.

Is it useful to have non-farm workers
see what farm life is really like?

| think it's good to have local townsfolk
involved in farms, to see what happens
beyond the 110km zone. Over the
past few years I'm seeing a lot more
disconnect between farming and town
or city, so it's pretty healthy to have
town people come out and see farming
firsthand, not what they see in social
media or on the news.

Are you hopeful more locals might want
to do farm work in future?

With our traditional seasonal staff drying
up, it's a good opportunity. We've got
to work with universities and schools
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Securing the Esperance Digital Farm
grant was a combined effort over 12
months by the South East Premium
Wheatgrowers Association and WA
owned telecommunications carrier
CipherTel to ensure the proposal meets
the needs of the Esperance agricultural
community.

CipherTel, a regionally based and WA
owned telecommunications carrier, has
developed, deployed and operated
networks in some of the most remote
parts of WA from Kununurra to the South
West. CipherTel has worked with the
State Government for the past two years
to deliver a number of similar Digital
Farm Networks.

It's no secret that poor internet
connections make it difficult for many
Esperance farm businesses to conduct
even the most basic online business
tasks, and poor communication is

also holding back the adoption of new
agricultural technologies.

The proposal will leverage a number

of existing Telstra Towers and fibre
infrastructure to develop a new Fixed
Wireless network, bypassing congested
satellite and old copper lines. The
network will initially cover 70 per cent of
the Esperance farmland and extendable
by utilising CipherTel's Digital Farm
Network extenders.

With a small dish antenna on the roof
of the farm office or home, the network
will connect users up to 20km from the
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Tower (line of sight) and will deliver
speeds of up to 80 Mbps Download
and 40Mbps Upload with unlimited
data usage. Once connected, high
speed, low latency internet can be
used for work, education, safety and
entertainment.

Internet can be distributed on farm

via Wi-Fi or low power IoT networks

to connect a multitude of devices
enabling data collection, monitoring and
control and real-time remote support

to growers. Captured data can be
analysed and provide valuable insights
enabling better decisions on farm to
improve production, reduce chemicals
and fertiliser usage, and better manage
plant disease or nutrient deficiencies.

To connect to the network, users

will contribute $3,000 per site being
connected. This connection fee covers
the cost to install and commission the
end-user equipment on the farm office
or home.

DIAMOND SPONSORS

A range of internet plans with varied
speeds and prices allow users to
select the internet service which bests
suits their operational requirements.
Plans range between $299 and $499
per month and offer a business grade
internet service unlike other offerings
available such as satellite. Speeds and
data plans offered by the Esperance
Digital Farm Network are much higher
than satellite and generally much
cheaper and consistent than mobile
internet options.

For the funding to be allocated to tower
development your support is needed
as coverage will only be provided in
areas of greatest demand. Once critical
demand is registered for your area the
network node will be developed. To
register, head to https://www.ciphertel.
com/the-esperance-digital-farm-
network/

farm: ofs EZWEEKLY syngenta.
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Open sesame
N Salmon Gums

By Sam Stubna, SEPWA Project Officer

| don’t know about you, but | have never imagined what a
sesame plant looks like. Sesame oil and tahini however,
have become pantry staples in our household, and a
sprinkle of sesame seeds on homemade sausage rolls
definitely takes them up a notch. Not to mention, | am quite
partial to a sesame bar for a smoko treat. Laurie Starcevich
on the other hand, is growing sesame in Salmon Gums and
| was fortunate enough to have a chat to him about this
intriguing plant and its management thus far...

Laurie first stumbled across the idea of planting sesame after
seeing a Twitter post by Dr David Minkey of WANTFA putting
the call out to growers to give sesame a go this past summer.
Laurie had been considering a summer crop for quite a few
years but had not found one that ticked the boxes, until now that
it is. According to the grow notes, sesame and Salmon Gums
are potentially a match made in heaven. Sesame has a deep
tap-root allowing it to utilise available nutrient and soil moisture
reserves. It can handle moderately saline soils, thrives in warm
conditions and can handle field conditions up to 50C. Not to
mention sesame is a high value commodity, with Australia’s
sesame seed imports, primarily from India, attracting an average
landed price of $2260 per tonne (AUD).

Sowing in late spring into moisture would be ideal to improve
establishment, however Laurie is keen if required to put dry
seeding to the test as some seed this summer sat in the ground
for nine weeks before emerging. Weed control prior to planting
is paramount, as post-emergent options are limited, some which
exist are diuron for broadleaf weeds and clethodim for grass
control. Mid-February the Starcevich’s utilised their shielded
sprayer (SEPWA newsletter October 2020) to target caltrop and
melon germinations.

The 70 hectares of sesame was seeded on November 17 at

a rate of 2.5 kg/ha on 300mm row spacing. As sesame has

a growing cycle of 120 to 150 days from planting to harvest,
Laurie anticipates harvesting at the end of March. Desiccating
prior to harvest with a registered harvest aid may be considered
as the plants must be dry at harvest and seed moisture below 6
per cent.

Gauging a yield estimate can be tough in any season on
commonly grown crops, let alone on a newbie. But Laurie is
still keen to roll the dice again on sesame just maybe a little
differently this year. Aiming to seed earlier in late September
or early October, into this season’s chemical fallow, to improve
sesame establishment (from the stubble and moisture retention
achieved by a fallow) and in turn compete with summer weeds.
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High Yielding Wheat Trial — Munglinup — 2020 Results

By Greg Warren, Farm and General Agronomy Manager

Total Nutrition (kg/ha) & Fungicide Treatments Applied 5 has delivered a $180/ha increase
over treatment 3, which can be put
in terms of $4.50 back for every $1
spent on phosphorus.

. ! 100 15 0.25 0.25 The Scepter wheat yield of 4750kg/
varying rates of Nitrogen, Phosphorus ha in treatment 10 was the highest

and Potassium ; i 150 15 025 025 in the trial, with the next best

¢ To compare a high input fungicide ; 200 15 025 0.25 being 4290kg/ha in treatment 7, a
package against grower standard 200 20 05 05 ) difference of 460kg.

practice 200 30 50 05 05 05  The higher yield can in most part
be attributed to the P rate of 24kg/

. ha. However, the addition of trace
Rotation: 2019 Canola, 2018 Wheat (C: r 150 15 0 5 025 025 0 element applications in the Signature

W for previous 12 years) 7 200 30 50 10 05 05 05 Zn, ZMC and Boron, potassium in

e To compare the yield potential of a
spring wheat (Scepter) vs a winter

wheat (Illabo)

) ) Standard fungicide program
¢ To investigate crop response to

Full fungicide treatment

Soil Type: Sandy gravel over clay 8 200 20 50 150 05 05 05 K27, and humates may also have
duplex I been a factor in the yield response.
Trial site, September 2020 Nutrition - 20% below Treatment 1 + Full Fungicide Treatment This warrants more investigation in

Soil amelioration: Deep ripped to 80 12 0 4 future trials.

500mm in 2018 & 2020 i _
Soil Test Results — March 2020 Sowing- Macro Primer 5L/ha, Liquid Humate 0.5L/ha, Signature Zinc

Lime applications: 4 x 2500kg/ha since on the seed 5L/t
2004 i
Foliar - Signature ZMC 242 - 21 /ha When comparing the standard farmer

practice fungicide program with the
Ammonium Nitrogen 2 GS31 - K27N 4L/ha, Signature Boron 0.5L/ ha , Liquid humate 450 full fungicide program, it is worth
Sown: lllabo - April 6 (75mm deep), Nitrate nitrogen 27 1L/ha comparing yields from Treatments 2
Scepter - May 7 (25mm deep) Phosphorus (Colwell) 24 Nutrition - 20% below Treatment 5 + Full Fungicide Treatment and 6, both of which had the same
Potassium (Colwell) 140 160 o4 40 8 N, P & K strategy of 150N, 15P & OK.
Syl 10 _ . The full fungicide program ($70/ha)
Sowing - Macro Primer 7L/ha, Liquid Humate 1L/ha, Signature Zinc in treatment 6 has yielded 300kg/

This site is what we term as a _ grgznictpilrbon 0165916 on the seed 5L/t ha more than the standard farmer
moderately phosphorus (P) responsive onductivity : practice fungicide program ($24/ha)

site, combined with adequate soil pH Level (CaCl) 5.9 . - Foliar - Signature ZMC 242 - 4L/ha in treatment 2. The extra $46/ha spent

potassium (K) levels (Table 1). Soil pH is PBI 40.7 GS31 - K27N 7L/ha, Signature Boron 1L/ ha, Liquid Humate 450 2L/ha on treatment 6 with the subsequent
slightly acidic down to depth, reflecting yield increase can be put in terms of

i ication hi ield - h
the generous lime application history, Yield - tonnes / ha Fungicide Treatments $2 back for every $1 spent,
and is unlikely to be inhibiting uptake of 50

nutrients. Combine this with the deep

ripping program implemented over the 4.8 : : :
last few seasons, the host grower has 4.6 Seeding Flutriafol In-Furrow Uniform In-Furrow

Harvested: Nov 17

Both the Scepter spring wheat and
lllabo winter wheat were sown in their
Flag leaf Amistar Xtra Amistar Xtra ideal sowing window, being May 7

plant ava|l.able wa.t.er. 2(2) Head Emergence Nil Amistar Xtra and April 6 respectively.
Th(? efoé{IOV\Ililgg Pouttrzlzcizeatlrz?tterr](?'gtSIe 28 The emergence of the lllabo was
%), Nitonon was applid in & sefics L The soil test results highlight that soil K~ deélayed by at least a week due to
3.4
3.0
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

created a soil profile that is unlikely to 4.4 Tillering Tebuconazole Aviator Xpro
be inhibiting root uptake of nutrients and '

of incremental applications from levels are adequate, so the increased being sown deeper than planned.

! . When looking at the same Nitrogen ! . . With all but treatment 10, the yield
April to August 2020 while the other N) strategy of 200kg/ha coupled with 3_/|e|d response In freatment 5 is most differences between Scepter and
nutrients were applied at sowing. Three N) s 9 b likely due to the increased P rate. P

X : the standard farmer practice fungicide lllabo were minor when comparing
randqmlsed replicates of all treatments program, treatment 5 (30P, 50K) has This extra 15kg/ha of P in treatment 5 them under the same nutritional and
were implemented and results were yielded 600kg/ha more than treatment 3 has cost an extra $45/ ha over freatment  fungicide treatments.

analysed using Genstat. (15P, OK). 3. However, the extra yield in treatment

Two fungicide treatment regimes were Treatment B Scepter M lllabo
applied to the site at four different crop

growth stages (Table 3). Yield Response to Applied Nutrition & Fungicide Treatments.
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By Sam Stubna, SEPWA Project Officer

The first year of SEPWA’s High Rainfall Zone demonstration
sites concluded last year with very pleasing yield results

at both the Condingup and Munglinup sites. Sowing

lllabo rather than Scepter in April was higher yielding at
both locations. Yield gains due to varietal selection alone

,Igfh Rainfall Zone e
yields good results

& DEVELOPM
CORPOPATION

tillering. The site received 450mm of annual rainfall, of which
299.5mm fell in the growing season. lllabo was the highest
yielding, and on ripped and un-ripped was significantly
greater than Scepter on ripped and un-ripped.

VARIETY TRIALS

2020 SEPWA Variety Trials — Harvest Debrief

By Bill Sharp, SEPWA Trials Coordinator

In 2020 harvest of SEPWA trials in

the Esperance Port Zone commenced
early with the first trials being
harvested in mid-October. In general,
most yields were better than expected

2020 SEPWA Wheat Variety Trial - Yield and Quality

MUNGLINUP . . . : . .
were anywhere between 0.53 and 1.15 tonnes per hectare. UNG U - . . given the amount of rainfall received High Rainfall - Sandplain ~ 4.627 103 745 344 $1.404 173
Ripped lllabo was significantly greater than the three other The Munglinup site in 2020 received 466.5mm of rain for the during the growing season. Condingup 3682 120 699 359 $1.056 131
treatments trialed at both locations. year, of which 324mm fell in the growing season. The site Neridup 5.361 9.9 75.4 354 $1,669 213
OB ELE was seedeq on April 3, 2020 and est.abl!shment in the deep- Munglinup 5535 92 75.8 332 $1.676 171
o Cond! ' Aol 10, 2020, Seed ripped sgctlcinsdwas rljot :dggl. Gerrc?ltpatlonHwas stag?hereq Ia:jnd Hopetoun 3855 103 774 330 $1.203 181
e Condingup site was sown on April 10, - Seeding uneven due to dry and cloddy conditions. However, the yie In 2020 there were 12 wheat and Medium Rainfall - Mallee = 280 105 = 318 $1.650 oy
conditions were dry and the start of May was terribly windy results tell a different story and the widely known benefits of . . :
: : X _ o N . : . : three Long Season variety trials sown Coomalbidgup 5.082 10.5 79.4 318 $1.650 208
which proved challenging during establishment and early deep-ripping on ripping responsive soil types prevailed. April throughout the EPZ = : : ‘ ' ‘
sown un-ripped Scepter yielded significantly less than the Low Rainfall - Mallee 2.738 1.0 77.0 386 $874 6.2
other three treatments. When we compared Scepter sown on New varieties this year included Sting Beaumont 3.805 9.8 7.7 321 $1,183 23.2
-| Condingup 2020 . May 16 on ripped versus un-ripped soil, more than one tonne (RAC 2559) a Mace backcross with an Salmon Gums 0.701 13.0 75.8 475 $234 7.2
6.000 Aprilsowing Scepter.vs llaho per hectare in yield was gained with this soil amelioration early-mid maturity like Corack, for the Grass Patch 3.012 95 785 383 $940 18.5
5000 tactic. _m?,j“ém 't0|c|j(‘)W ra'f”;]a” ?g”?s- RockStar Cascade 2138 119 766 301 $700 148
is hi ielding, with mid-slow maturin
o 4000 The demonstration sites have re-enforced the “thinking” rgn yieding, witr 9 Ravensthorpe 4.253 11.3 76.8 349 $1,374 16.9
£ ) : - . . with a similar maturity to Magenta. )
T 3000 around optimum time of sowing for Scepter being mid-May Denison (WAGT734) was included in Lake King 2718 11.4 75.7 418 $888 13.5
2 000 o e . .
~ 2000 > and for lllabo March to early April in the high rainfall zone. both long season and spring wheat Jacup 2.652 9.4 78.5 362 $828 13.3
Lo anort]tjnatqu, whendScepter |§”plantehd pgor to its optlmurr; trials, it is a long season spring wheat Average 3.676 10.7 76.2 364 $1,142 16.6
oo tlme.o sowing it tends not to tiller we and runs up too early, between 7-10 days longer than Scepter
Scepter Un-ripped Scepter Ripped lllabo Un-ripped lllabo Ripped partICL”arly |f a dry start to the season Is eXpeI’Ieﬂced, as we in a main season Sowing Window and
, have had in the Esperance Port Zone in recent years. Plantin ; 2020 SEPWA Wheat Variety Trials - Percentage of site mean
oy Gous frestment : P . 1tyears ing approximately 14-20 days longer than y 9
Least signficant diference 5% 054 spring wheats too early may also result in grain quality being Scepter when sown in early - mid-April
e compromised. Deep-ripping at these two locations was Denison is suited to the medium to high
Munglingup 2020 advantageous to yield. rainfall areas. Also, in the wheat trial are
6 April sown Scepter vs lllabo Our host growers from 2020 have agreed to host again this recently released varieties Catapult and DS Pascal 108% 86% 95% 96% 87%
season and we will again be looking at the plus and minus Vixen with other varieties being Scepter . . . . .
s effect of deep-ripping but this time in canola. We will also (bench-mark variety), DS Pascal, LRPB Sioepier AR UOSH (o L UL
. overlay that with two nutritional regimes, potentially focusing Havoc, Chief CLF and Devil. LRPB Havoc 123% 101% 103% 106% 102%
7 on low and high phosphorus rates. Chief CLF 92% 97% 96% 106% 97%
;;3 e e — Devil 100% 103% 103% 88% 102%
-, 436 238 ~ Photo taken during- - lllabo 88% 85%
arvesting the Condingup )
. e it _Photo Vixen 120% 109% 99% 108% 113%
depicts the April sown Denison 87% 101% 97% 91% 104%
0 - lllabo versus Scepter
April Scepter Un-ripped April Scepter Ripped April lllabo Un-ripped April lllabo Ripped - 3 — . — - _st,qps.-—_—- = Ca’[apult 87% 99% 98% 93% 95%
e freatment T — Rockstar 109% 98% 121% 106%
:V”,d,k — e Sting 95% 104% 99% 0% 99%
W Site Mean (ha) ~ 3.682 5.361 5535 3.855 5.282
Scepter Yield by Time of Sowing & Location Variety > 5% above site mean.
6.5 6.104
8 I 5.110
5 4.355 4.330
© 45
i l l I
< 35
% 3
£ 25
2
15
1
0.5
0
April Scepter Ripped May Scepter Ripped
Treatment " -
Header driver Doug Forward and Cascade
¥ Munglingup  ® Condingup = grower Todd Walter during a SEPWA trial.
.:d'-?-__"
PR i £ ] e SR i g1 e R i A R TT T R a We ed LEROIT) T P B e e
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VARIETY TRIALS

2020 SEPWA Wheat Variety Trials - Percentage of site mean Falling Numbers 2020 SEPWA Wheat Variety Trials - Falling Numbers

In 2020 SEPWA long season wheat
variety trials, there were some

varieties which had falling numbers ADV08.0008 433 389 305
Scepter 101% 105%  110%  114%  102% 99% 121% below 300. Anapurna 351 370 288
LRPB Havoc 102% 106% 9%  84%  94% 106% 87% Beaufort 252 347 272
Chief CLF 95% 76% 95%  103%  87% 97% 112% Denison 250
Devil 95% 93% 100%  94%  91% 98% 107% DS Bennett 430 364 374
Vixen 105% 120%  106%  103%  122% 115% 94% DS Pascal 366 324 336
Denison 98%  97% 94% 148% lllabo 273 258 169
Catapult 101% 99% 103%  103%  90% 92% 72% Nighthawk 231 305 115
Rockstar 104% 84% 94%  89%  101% 98% 59% RGT Accroc 327 347 284
Sting 96% 118% 112%  116% Scepter 364
Average (Vha)  3.805 0701 3012 2138 2718 4,253 2652 Average 333 338 276

Variety >105% site mean.

Barley Yield and Quality data for SEPWA Trials 2020

Falling Numbers 2020 SEPWA Wheat Variety Trials - Falling Numbers Eleven barley variety trials are sown
In 2020 there were some varieties in the EPZ. Below are the average
which had falling numbers below yield and quality parameters for
300. SEPWA barley variety trials in 2020.
High Rainfall - Sandplain 4.459 105 56  62.4 13.6 $1,188 127
Condingup 5587 105 56 655 4.9 $1,490 16.1
Neridup 3.638 10.5 69 60.1 20.0 $968 10.2
Medium Rainfall - Mallee 4.190  11.4 56 652 20.6 $1,116 18.1
Wittenoom Hills 4.448 114 56 628 23.9 $1,184 18.4
Catapult 348 362 345 345 310 358 476 396 405 403 432 353 Coomalbidgup 3.904 114 %6 679 16.9 $1,041 17.9
Chief CLF 430 384 366 371 264 396 529 380 389 334 406 303 Low Rainfall - Mallee 2364 116 59 635 18.7 $629 13.2
Denison 423 336 288 366 284 407 342 428 411 Beaumont 4005 10.2 57 572 17.2 $1,065 24.4
Devil 369 360 284 303 303 362 443 366 415 349 431 351 Salmon Gums 1302 132 62 685 28.3 $346 8.2
DSPascal 389 330 325 372 380 Grass Patch 1825 125 60 656 17.5 $486 1.2
llabo 438 288 Cascade 1456 157 59 662 320 $387 10.1
LRPB Havoc 215 340 401 283 285 264 491 363 362 293 385 329
Rockstar 362 362 333 315 250 428 398 350 367 413 401 Ravensthorpe 1968 131 57 604 150 52 S
Scepter 388 330 341 341 342 384 486 385 389 365 425 385 Lake King 3026 88 60 647 8.6 $805 14.7
Sting 217 360 355 358 331 435 384 432 Jacup 2843 87 56 615 15.5 $756 14.2
Vixen 369 371 328 273 333 214 514 395 412 340 410 361 Grand Total 3109 113 58 636 18.1 $828 14.0
Average 359 354 332 330 318 321 475 383 391 349 418 362
Long Season Wheat Trials 2020 SEPWA Long Season Wheat: Percentage of site mean
For the fifth year, long season
wheats have been included in the DS Pascal 93% 96% 131%
SEPWA variety trial program. The Scepter 102%
trials were looking at early sowing of Beaufort 100% 87% 133%
long season winter wheat varieties DS Bennett 87% 104% 719%
in the mid to high rain fall areas of llabo 110% 113% 119%
Esperance Port Zone, sown in early
April and looking for high yields. ADYEEILO0E g 187 Ui%
Anapurna 108% 92% 67%
Nighthawk 82% 69% 78%
RGT Accroc 112% 103% 70%
Denison 125%
Average (t/ha) 4.820 2.398 2.130

Variety >105% site mean.
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VARIETY TRIALS

The following varietal classification Barley Yields - Percentage Site Mean 2020 Triazine Tolerant Canola
was used in determining the
Farmanco Economic Ranking for
barley varieties.

2020 SEPWA Triazine Tolerant (TT) Canola Variety Trials- % of Site Mean
In 2020 there were seven Triazine

tolerant canola trails in the

Esperance Port Zone and some of

Malt Varieties include RGT Planet, La Ithe new or Iatlest release varieties
Trobe, Baudin, Flinders, Compass, included. This year there were no
Spartacus CLF, sites at Ravensthorpe.

Malt varieties under evaluation —
Beast (S2), Laperouse (S1) Leabrook
(S2), Maximus CL (S2), Buff (S2)
Bottler (S2)

Feed Varieties - Fathom Rosalind Compass 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 97% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% ATR TM Bonito 91% 99% 0% 94% 87% 96% 101%
Banks ' ' Fathom 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% ATR TM Mako 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 92%
Flinders 0% 0% 97% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
ioti ; DG 670TT 101% 97% 0% 84% 0% 74% 0%
In 2020 barley varieties which have La Trobe 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 96% 0% 104% 113% 0% ol 350TT 9201 o6 8o%  101% ot 8l oas
yielded well were Maximus CL: RGT Planet 106% 102% 88% 100% 78% 65% 73% 65% 86% 75% 88% yola > - - -
Vﬂ:@;heie.er?frietgtze.:?gz éscrgf; Rosalind 104% 95% 102% 101% 107% 109% 111% 107% 107% 113% 104% HyTTec Trophy 106%  102%  158%  112% 0% o 144% 0%
VI | : o, o, o, o o, o, o
Port zone. while Rosaling Lepabroc?f Spartacus CLF  100% 119% 94% 98% 102% 112% 108% 114% 103% 50% 97% InVigor T 4510-TT 0% 104%  107%  89% - 110%  96%  110%
and Beast yielded well in the low Banks 102% 98% 105% 101% 0% 0% 0% 0% 92% 91% 104% Hyola 550TT 0% 12% 0% 101% 0% 98%  109%
rainfall areas. Beast 0% 92% 0% 89% 106% 139% 0% 1283% 94% 0% 0% Hyola 580 CT 103% 0% 69% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Buff 0% 0% 0% 0% 106% 78% 97% 90% 111% 106% 0% SF Ignite TT 0% 102% 100% 0% 0% 105% 0%
Laperouse 102% 88% 106% 103% 103% 113% 94% 75% 93% 126% 111% SF Turbine TT 0% 128% 108% 0% 0% 63% 0%
Leabrook 97% 84% 96% 105% 95% 103% 107% 109% 106% 109% 101% Pioneer ® 44T02 0% 73% 0% 104% 95% 124% 97%
Maximus 99% 117% 108% 104% 102% 85% 115% 116% 104% 118% 106% Pioneer® 45T03 0% 90% 59% 0% 0% 0% 88%
i 90% 89% 106% % % % % % % % %
Nitro 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 95% Hyola 550 TT 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Bottler 0% 115% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%  94% ) 102% 93% 0% 114% 117% 127% 108%
Site Mean (tha) 5587 3.638 4.448 3.904 4.005 1.302 1.825 1.456 3.026 1.968 2.843 HyTTec Trident ° ° ° ° ° ° °
) . HyTTec Trifecta 109% 0% 141% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Variety >105% site mean.
InVigor T 4510-TT 95% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
2020 SEPWA Roundup Ready® Canola Variety Trials i 0% 95% 1% 0% 0% 91% 0%
. Average (t/ha) 2.615 2.291 1.339 1.889 0.996 1.004 1.432
In 2020 there were ten canola sites % of Site Mean
in the EPZ, including seven Triazine
Tolerant sites, two Roundup Ready ravo0 PR o1 Clearfield® Tolerant Canola 2020 SEPWA Canola Variety Trials- Clearfield® Tolerant
sites and one Clearfield canola trial. ® In 2020 there was only ONE
44Y27 RR 83% 105% Clearfield® Tolerant variety trial
Roundup Ready@ Canola 45Y28 RR 93% 90% located at COﬂdingup.
i % Condingu 2.970 20.1 46.2 10.6 $1,943
Roundup Ready® canola varieties EIres 104% 9up 3120 105% 198 477 111 $2.059
were provided from various Hyola 410 XX 89% 94% AL : ’ ' : : :
breeding programs including Bayer Hyola 540 XC 114% 43Y92 CL 2880  97% 201 471 102 $1,891
CropScience, Pioneer Hi-Bred InVigor R 5520P- RR 104% 114% 45Y93 CL 3210 108% 203 459 11.4 $2,101
I - o ()
Aust Pty Ltd, Nuseed and Pacific : Hyola 580 CT 2670  90% 202 439 9.5 $1,719
Seeds InVigor R3520P- RR 92% 93%
' Average (t/ha) 2.970 100% 20.1 46.2 10.6 $1,943
Xseed Condor 112% 81%
Xseed Raptor 112% 117% Further Information Is Available
Average Yield (tha) i Uol/EY All SEPWA trial results are now posted one lupin and one multi-species trial.
at the SEPWA web site at www.sepwa. Should you have any problems, please
org.au. This information includes contact Michelle Handley on 0447 908
statistical analysis on yield, sowing 311 or e-mail eo@sepwa.org.au
tdhateSSEg\ﬁ Aseehdmtg tgat?s for (ZaCh Of| For further information about the SEPWA
° W trial Wlte? ’ Iarle)(/jan ”oano a trials, contact SEPWA Trials Co-
variety tnais. 1t aiso inciudes alt - ordinator Bill Sharp on 0428 711375.
results from the 16 pulse variety trials
conducted including three faba bean, SEPWA would like to thank all host
five lentil, four chickpea, two field pea, growers, DPIRD staff and CBH for their
contribution throughout 2020.
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By Elisa Spengler, RAIN executive officer

Members of the Ravensthorpe
Agricultural Initiative Network (RAIN)
were pleasantly surprised by their
2020 crop yields. The rain fell at the
right time of the season. The yields
can also be attributed to changes in
farming practices over the years.

On-farm water supply continues to be
an issue, whether for livestock or quality
spray water. Finding seasonal staff is
also at the forefront of many growers’
minds. Growers have been busy with
sheep work and some are deep ripping.
Catchment improvements are ongoing
and growers continue to destock based
on the ongoing dry. There have been
several reports of mice numbers.

RAIN coordinated some children’s
Beach Investigator activities in
Hopetoun during the summer holidays.
The events commenced with a beach
comb followed by some education
about the findings, whether from the
sea or man-made. The events were well
supported by the farming community!

The RAIN Ravensthorpe Research
Updates were held on March 3. There
were approximately 50 attendees

at the Entertainment Centre and the
weather forecast was kind with some
rain expected to put everyone in a
top mood. The event opened with
organisation updates from GRDC,

the Southern Biosecurity Group and
SEPWA. Mick Daw (CBH) touched on
the impacts of climate on CBH business
including growing season rainfall vs

receivals (impressive to note the 20/21
tonnes delivered compared to the
2010/11 season which also had poor
rainfall). Many growers have destocked
farms and are growing more crops. The
speed of harvest has increased and
crop yields are impressive. This all will
contribute to a greater drive for CBH
storage space in the future.

A ‘deep ripping’ panel followed lunch.
Tom Edwards (DPIRD) discussed
several soils projects and referenced
some deep ripping trials he has been
involved with. Local growers Nathan
Mudie, Kye Chambers, Brett Kershaw
and Rod Ebert shared some of their
recent experiences. The motivation

for most was to deepen the bucket to
assist the crops finish, particularly given
some of the warm September days
we've had in recent years. Results were
varied with some increases and in other
instances nothing notable achieved. The
lessons remain - be careful of what you
dig up (ie clay) and do some research
and trial work before going large

scale. Growers also need to seriously
crunch the numbers to see if ripping is
economically viable.

John Simons (DPIRD), Ron Longbottom
(grower) and Barry Hall (BHA Cablenet)
followed to discuss options to improve
farm water supply. John outlined

the changes in weather patterns,
options to capture more water and
options to reduce losses from storage
(catchment sealants/ treatments, dam
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covers, double dams, dam liners and
desalination). Ron discussed his

trial work on farm using silage plastic
as a dam cover. His motivation is

the need for spray water and he is
currently looking at the economics and
effectiveness of various options. Barry
discussed evaporation at depth and

a dam cover product his business is
developing.

The final segment commenced with
Nathan McQuoid (Landscape Ecologist)
discussing the history of the Fitzgerald
Biosphere (the place we call home).

He also discussed the results from

an ecological survey he has recently
completed in the Cocanarup Kundip
area. The grand finale was Neil Bennett
(Bureau of Meteorology) who gave an
entertaining presentation about our
changing climate. Appropriately rain fell
on the venue roof as he commenced,
much to the audience’s pleasure.

The updates closed with an informal
sundowner.

Thanks to the event supporters
GRDC, SEPWA, South Coast NRM,
the Australian Government National
Landcare Program with additional
support by the Southern Biosecurity
Group and Shire of Ravensthorpe.

To find out more about the RAIN
group email rainoffice@westnet.com.
au, phone 98381018 or follow us on
facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
RavensthorpeAgriculturallnitiative
Network

Falba beans gaining

traction on the south coast

By Emma Pearse, Carla Milazzo, Sarah Belli and King Yin Lui, Research Agronomists,
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

Interest in producing faba beans has
increased in recent years among
south coast grain growers seeking
an alternate break crop to canola in
a cereal dominant farming system.
We believe the term ‘failure beans’,
coined in the late 2000s, is no longer
appropriate with the availability of
new varieties with improved disease
resistance, greater adoption of soil
amelioration practices, and better
legume agronomy.

In order to shake this reputation, we

have compiled the publication, ‘Growing
faba beans on the south coast of
Western Australia’ that includes tips

on establishment, inoculation, weed
control, disease management, harvesting
and much more. This document was
produced through the Regional Research
Agronomy project, a GRDC and

DPIRD joint investment. Included in the
document are fifteen case studies from
growers across the south coast region
(Albany and Esperance port zones)

of WA. These case studies capture
various soil types and rainfall zones, and
highlight different ways that faba beans
fit into our farming systems. The ability for
growers to learn from other growers can

be limited by time and geography. We
hope that by having these case studies
in one place others can find common
ground. The publication will be available
for electronic download on the DPIRD
website by the end of March with limited
hardcopies available through your local
grower group.

We believe faba beans are a good fit for
growers who are looking for a legume
that:

e fits into 100 per cent cropping and
mixed farming systems

e has a higher yield potential than
other pulses

e fixes nitrogen for itself and
subsequent crops

e can be sown early, dry, and to depth
to chase moisture

e tolerates waterlogging better than
other grain legumes

e offers robust genetics with improved
disease resistance or improved
tolerance to imidazolinone (IMI) and
other herbicides

e s a break crop for root lesion
nematode (RLN; Pratylenchus
neglectus)

Emma Pearse
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can be sown and harvested using
existing machinery and equipment
used for cereals.

While the 2020 season was drier than
average on the south coast, faba bean
crops in our case studies averaged
almost 2 t/ha. The main variety was
PBA Samira and most crops were dry
sown in April. Challenges in the season
included pressure from cowpea aphid
due to early drought stress, high weed
pressure due to late germination (dry
start), waterlogging in the high rainfall
areas and hot, strong winds impacting
pod set and causing necking.

We would like to take this opportunity to
thank the growers involved in the case
studies and for their time and expertise, as
well as Mark Seymour for his knowledge
and guidance. For more information please
contact Vanessa Stewart
(vanessa.stewart@dpird.wa.gov.au)

or Megan Abrahams
(megan.abrahams@dprid.wa.gov.au).

Important disclaimer

The Chief Executive Officer of the Department
of Primary Industries and Regional Development
and the State of Western Australia accept no
liability whatsoever by reason of negligence or
otherwise arising from the use or release of this
information or any part of it.

Copyright © State of Western Australia
(Department of Primary Industries and Regional
Development), 2018
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TAKING
ADVANTAGE
OF OPPORTUNITIES

By Scott Smith, Byfields Director

contribute your $25,000 in 2020/21,
you can contribute $50,000 in
2021/22. So, for those that plan

their $25,000 contribution year

in year out, consider making that
contribution in July 2021, which then
falls in the 2021/22 year.

. Depending on your farm
business income, turnover could
have dropped to below $2m.
This potentially opens up the door to
consider transferring farmland with
capital gains to the next generation
and accessing the small business
capital gains tax concessions. These
concessions are complex so always
seek expert advice!

There are going to be some very
mixed results this season from
above average to well below.
Ordinarily farm incomes for 2020/21
are going to vary significantly,
depending on the 2020 harvest
results, and whether any grain was

carried over from 2019 into July 2020. : .
. Capital gains are taxed at your

marginal tax rate, which could be
low in 2020/21. This could present
the opportunity to look at:

However, with the Government’s new.
depreciation incentives for the full
deduction of both new and second
hand assets, and businesses with a
turnover of less than $10m being able
to write off their small business entity
depreciation pool balance in full, the
2020/21 year will see many clients
having minimal taxable income or tax
losses to carry forward.

In summary, there are many planning
strategies that can be considered, even
in a low income or loss year. Always
make sure you seek good proactive
advice, tailored to you and your
business, and have a tax estimate
prepared by your accountant before
seeding.

e Transferring assets into your
self-managed superannuation
fund (such as farmland or listed
shares).

Transferring assets between
family members (such as listed
shares).

Like always, planning is crucial so scotts@byfields.com.au
that you and your business can take Selling any assets with capital
advantage of these opportunities. Some gains.

planning points to consider are: ?1_%:.; =

1. Tax effective withdrawal of FMD’s. #;],ﬁ/;ff?ﬂ;
Just be careful though, as if you o E :
operate in a family trust the farm loss
is quarantined and cannot be offset
against any FMD withdrawals which

are taxed in your personal name.

. Family Tax Benefits. If you are
eligible start claiming this fortnightly, ‘
along with any Health Care Card
benefits, rather than waiting to clai
this as an annual lump sum.

. Vary PAYG instalments due in Apri
2021 and July 2021. These could
still be high, based on the higher
2018/19 or 2019/20 years.

. Tax deductible personal super
contributions cannot increase
a tax loss (but can offset FMD
withdrawals). Also, if your super
balance is less than $500,000
you can use “catch-up super
contributions”. Briefly this means if
you are eligible and say you don't
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AUSTRALIAN AGRICULTURE
LOOKING TO PROFITABLE YEAR

Australia’s agricultural
sector is set to

enjoy an overall
profitable year ahead-
underpinned by high
commodity prices,

e POSItiVe seasonal

conditions and low interest rates, and
despite expected continuing trade
tensions with China—according to a
newly-released industry outlook.

In its flagship annual Agribusiness
Outlook for 2021, global agribusiness
banking specialist Rabobank says a
generally profitable 2020/21 season
for most Australian farmers will not
only kick-start recovery from the recent
severe east coast drought, but also
put the sector in a stronger position to
navigate a number of major transitions
it will face in the year ahead — the
pandemic recovery, reducing reliance
on China and increasing sustainability.

SILVER SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS

Report lead author, Rabobank head

of Food & Agribusiness Research

Tim Hunt said despite the turbulent
environment facing the world as 2021
gets underway, global demand for food
and agribusiness products remained
“surprisingly firm”, while weather
patterns were also favouring Australia
ahead of competitors when it comes to
production.

“In a current global environment marked
by the pandemic, political tensions and
trade wars, demand for food and agri
products has remained unexpectedly
strong,” he said.

“And despite the punitive actions of
China on Australian agriculture, high
agricultural commodity prices, low
interest rates and positive seasonal
conditions are underpinning a positive
outlook for most farmers in 2020/21.”

The world is a “turbulent place” as
Australia’s agricultural sector enters

TRIALS AGREEMENTS

AHEAD — INDUSTRY OUTLOOK

2021, the Rabobank report says,
impacted by factors including the
continuing COVID-19 pandemic and
lockdowns, the completion of Brexit
and the emergence of the US from
a tumultuous presidency, as well

as continuing trade wars, which are
distorting the direction and price of
traded goods.

“Market intervention is back in
vogue, with grain-exporting countries
reconsidering export quota and taxes
as they fret over food security, while
elsewhere port strikes have impeded
trade flows,” the report says.

Demand for agricultural commodities
though is being supported, with several
major importing countries appearing

to be stockpiling to mitigate risk of
shortages and by unprecedented
support from governments helping to
offset the impact of the pandemic on
employment and incomes, and therefore
spending on food.
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Esperance Senior High School teacher Joe Bezuidenhout was one
of many locals who helped during last harvest. See story page 8-9.

Follow SEPWA on social Your SEPWA Team

media to keep up-to-date
with the latest news and SEPWA Executive 2020
resea rCh developments- Dan Sanderson PRESIDENT 0427 786 044  dan@sandersonfarms.com.au

David Cox 0429 008 638  dave@waterhatchfarms.com.au
We Want tO hear from Lyndon Mickel 0427 766 029  Imickel@bigpond.com
you - § hare your views and Tom Carmody 0427792 055  tom@claredowns.com
p h oto S. Scott Wandel 0458 767 054  scott@ridleyplains.com

Andrew Chambers VICE PRESIDENT 0429 380084  moolyallfarms@gmail.com
Adrian Perks SECRETARY 0427 766 068  adrian@kyarran.com.au

h Craig Newman 0429 871 625  craig@karradale.com
F Marie Fowler 0427 750 047  Marie@chilwellfarms.com.au
@ W h eat93 Ben Curtis 0400 975537  beurtis@farmanco.com.au

f Tom Edwards 0472849393  Tom.Edwards@dpird.wa.gov.au
Jodi Duncan 0427 326 876  jodi@urara.com.au

SEPWA Staff

SEPWA Michelle Handley EXECUTIVE OFFICER 0447 908311 michelle@sepwa.org.au
Bill Sharp TRIALS COORDINATOR 0428 711 375  multiseed@westnet.com.au
Andrea Carmody PROJECTS OFFICER Currently on Maternity Leave
Sam Stubna PROJECTS OFFICER 0400 537 383  sam@sepwa.org.au

E-NeWS S u bSC” be tO . Kellie Guest MEDIA OFFICER 0409 844 228  kellie@sepwa.org.au
eo@sepwa.org.au

WWW-sepwa-Org-au DISCLAIMER SEPWA does not accept any liability whatsoever by reason
of negligence or otherwise arising from use or release of this information
or any part of it.



